MCOM 4160: Day-by-day Schedule 

(Last updated: 10/28/09)

(All supplementary readings available on Blackboard or 
on the WWW unless otherwise noted)

Class Day

#
Class Date
In-class Topic 
(& Class Discussion
 Leader Schedule)
Reading Due
Major Assign. Due?

Day 1
Mon., Sept. 14


Intro to Class



Day 2
Wed., Sept. 16
The Individual & Society 
[& media]

- Fuchs., S. (2007). Agency (and intention). (From, Blackwell encyclopedia of sociology, pp. 60-62).

- Stones, R. (2007). Structure and agency. (From, Blackwell encyclopedia of sociology, pp. 4861-4864).

- Holton, R. (1996). Classical social theory. (From, Social theory, pp. 25-52)

- Smith, P. (2001). Culture, structure, and agency: Three attempts at synthesis. (From Cultural theory: An introduction) (pp. 133-150).




Day 3
Mon., Sept. 21
Intro to Mass Communication/Media Theory

[Introduce Discussion Team Assignment & hand out sign-up sheet]

- Baran & Davis, Chapters 1 & 2 

- Bennett, T. (1982). Theories of the media, theories of society. (From Culture, society & the media, pp. 30-55)


Day 4
Wed., Sept. 23
Mass Society and Mass Culture

[DVD clips: People Like Us?]

- Baran & Davis, Chapter 3

- McDonald, D. (1957). A theory of mass culture. (From, Mass culture, pp. 59-73).

- Brantlinger, P. (1983). Bread & circuses: Theories of mass culture as social decay. (From, Bread & circuses, pp. 17-52). 




Day 5
Mon., Sept. 28
The Mass Media & Propaganda

[DVD clips: Chomsky’s Manufacturing Consent & Analysis of Iraq War coverage?]

- Baran & Davis, Chapter 4

- Lippman, W. (1965). The world outside and the pictures in our heads. (From Public opinion, pp. 3-20). 

- Herman, E. & Chomsky, N. (1988). A propaganda model. (From, Manufacturing consent: The political economy of the mass media, pp. 1-35).




Day 6
Wed., Sept. 30
Normative Theories & the Public/Private Media Debate


- Baran & Davis, Chapter 5

- McChesney, R. (1990). The battle for the U.S. airwaves, 1928-1935. Journal of Communication 40(4), 29-57.

- Fowler, M. & Brenner, D. (1982). A marketplace approach to broadcast regulation. Texas Law Review, 60, pp. 207-256).




Day 7
Mon., Oct. 5


Limited Effects & Functionalist/ “Administrative” Perspectives

[Introduce Theory Evaluation Paper Assignment]

- Baran & Davis, Chapter 6

- Lazarsfeld, et al. (1968). The nature of personal influence. (From, The people’s choice).




Day 8
Wed., Oct. 7
Writing Literature Reviews and

Research Papers: Part I

GUEST SPEAKER: Jenny Bowers, Penrose Research Librarian

[Introduce Literature Review Assignment]

- Pyrczak & Bruce. (1997). Writing  introductions & literature reviews. (From, Writing empirical research reports : a basic guide for students of the social and behavioral sciences, pp. 33-45).

- Rubin, R. B., Rubin, A. M., & Piele, L. J. (2000). Preparing research projects, Ch. 11. (From, Communication research: Strategies and sources, pp. 241-259).

- Rubin, R. B., Rubin, A. M., & Piele, L. J. (2000). Writing research papers, Ch. 12. (From, Communication research: Strategies and sources, pp. 261-275).

OPTIONAL READING:

- Poindexter & McCombs. Composing the communication argument: The reasoning & the evidence.



Day 9
Mon., Oct. 12
Critiques and Reponses to Administrative/Functionalist Perspectives

Review for take home midterm 
[Literature Review Assignment Conferences, Mon. Oct. 12 – Thur., Oct. 15]

You will be able to download the take-home midterm on Blackboard on Tuesday, Oct. 13 at noon.  

You will need to turn it in – electronically -- no later than Saturday, Oct. 17 at midnight.
- Baran & Davis, Chapter 8

- Morrison, D. (1978). Kultur & culture: The case of Theodor Adorno & Paul Lazarsfeld. Social Research 45 (2), 331-355.

- Lazarsfeld, P. (1941) Remarks on administrative and critical communications research. (From, Studies in philosophy and social science, pp. 2-16).


Blackboard Brainstorm List for Lit. Review Post Due!



Day 10
Wed., Oct. 14
Writing Literature Reviews and

Research Papers: Part II


No assigned reading – work on your midterms. But please come to class!

Midterm
Discussion Team No. 1: Post article & questions to DT Forum no later than 5 p.m. on Sun., Oct. 18.



Day 11
Mon., Oct. 19
Marxism & Gramsci  


PLEASE DO THIS READING! 

- Larrain, J. (1979). Marx’s theory of ideology. (From, The concept of ideology, 35-67)
- Williams, R. (1977). Means of communication as means of production. (From Marxism & literature, pp. 50-63).

- Gramsci, A. (1971). The intellectuals. (From, Selections from the prison notebooks, pp. 3-23)




Day 12
Wed., Oct. 21


Cultural Studies 


- Smith, P. (2001). British cultural studies. (From Cultural theory: An introduction, pp. 151-166).

- Hall, S. et al. (1980). Introduction to media studies at the Centre. (From Culture, media, language: Working papers in cultural studies, pp. 117-121).

- Williams, R. (1989). Culture is ordinary. (From Resources of hope, pp. 3-18).

+ Reading from Discussion Team No. 1 AND Blackboard DT Forum Response to one of Team No. 1’s questions. 


Discussion Team No. 1: Theory Evaluation Paper due Fri., Oct. 23.

Discussion Team No. 2: Post article & questions to DT Forum no later than 5 p.m. on Fri., Oct. 23.



Day 13
Mon., Oct. 26
Media, Culture & Meaning, Part I: 

The Text
- structuralism & semiotics

- encoding/decoding

- textual analysis

- the ‘Birmingham School’


- Kramsch, C. (1998). Language and Culture: Meaning as sign (pp. 15-23).

- Hall, S. (1980). Encoding/decoding. (From Culture, media, language: Working papers in cultural studies, pp. 128-138).

- Hartley, J. (1982).  Those who threaten disorder. (From Understanding news, pp. 63-80).

+ Reading from Discussion Team No. 2

AND Blackboard DT Forum Response to one of Team No. 2’s questions.  


Discussion Team No. 3: Post article & questions to DT Forum no later than 5 p.m. on Sun., Oct. 25.



Day 14
Wed., Oct. 28
Class Cancelled due to Snow Storm and DU closure
Class Cancelled due to Snow Storm and DU closure
Literature Review Draft Due
Discussion Team No. 2: Theory Evaluation Paper due on this day!

Discussion Team No. 3: Post article & questions to DT Forum no later than 5 p.m. on Fri., Oct. 30.



Day 15
Mon., Nov. 2
Media, Culture & Meaning, Part II: 

The Audience

- audience studies
- Baran & Davis, Chapter 9

- Katz, E. & Liebes, T. (1984). Decoding Dallas: Notes from a cross-cultural study. Intermedia 12(4), 419-431.

+ Reading from Discussion Team No. 3 

AND Blackboard DT Forum Response to one of Team No. 3’s questions.  


Discussion Team No. 4: Post article & questions to DT Forum no later than 5 p.m. on Sun., Nov. 1.



Day 16
Wed., Nov. 4


Media, Culture & Meaning, Part III: 

The (Mass) Media Producers

- agenda-setting

- framing

- cultivation analysis

[DVD clips: The Electronic Storyteller?]

- Baran & Davis, Chapter 10 
& Chapter 11 -- pp. 298-329 only for Chap. 11

- McCombs, M. & Shaw. (1972). The agenda-setting function of mass media. Public Opinion Quarterly 36(2), 176-187.

+ Reading from Discussion Team No. 4 

AND Blackboard DT Forum Response to one of Team No. 4’s questions.  


Discussion Team No. 3: Theory Evaluation Paper due on this day!

Discussion Team No. 5: Post article & questions to DT Forum no later than 5 p.m. on Fri., Nov. 6.



Day 17
Mon., Nov. 9
Media, Culture & Meaning, Part IV: 

The Digital ‘Revolution’ and Personal & Personalized Media Production & Consumption

- personal media consumption & production

- (mass) media production & consumption


- Cohen, N. (2008). The valorization of surveillance: Towards a political economy of Facebook. Commonique, 22(1), 5-22.

- Schliefer, Y. (2009). Why Iran's Twitter revolution is unique. (From Christian Science Monitor, June 19, 2009, 4 pages)
+ Reading from Discussion Team No. 5 

AND Blackboard DT Forum Response to one of Team No. 5’s questions.  


Discussion Team No. 4: Theory Evaluation Paper due Fri., Nov. 6!

Discussion Team No. 6: Post article & questions to DT Forum no later than 5 p.m. on Sun., Nov. 8.

Day 18
Wed., Nov. 11


Media, Culture & Meaning, Part V:

Political Economy, Cultural Studies & the Commodification of Culture 

- media as culture industries

- political economy

[DVD clips: Merchants of Cool?]

- Baran & Davis, Chapter 11 - pp. 330-342. 

- Horkheimer, M. & Adorno, T. (1987). The culture industry: Enlightenment as mass deception. (From, Dialectic of Enlightenment, pp. 120-167)

+ Reading from Discussion Team No. 6 

AND Blackboard DT Forum Response to one of Team No. 6’s questions.  


Discussion Team No. 5: Theory Evaluation Paper due on this day!

Discussion Team No. 7: Post article & questions to DT Forum no later than 5 p.m. on Fri., Nov. 13.



Day 19
Mon., Nov. 16
Media, Culture & Meaning, Part VI: 

A Recap -- Who’s in Charge? 

- audience studies

- media texts & the audience 

- political economy


- Fiske, J. (1987). Active audiences. (From, Television culture, pp. 62-83).

- Garnham, N. Audiences: Interpretation and consumption. (From, Emancipation, the media, and modernity: Arguments about the media and social theory, pp. 109-137)

+ Reading from Discussion Team No. 7 

AND Blackboard DT Forum Response to one of Team No. 7’s questions.  


Discussion Team No. 6: Theory Evaluation Paper due on Fri., Nov. 13!

Discussion Team No. 8: Post article & questions to DT Forum no later than 5 p.m. on Sun., Nov. 8.



Day 20
Wed., Nov. 18


Globalization, Culture & Media:

‘Global’ Culture, Americanization – or Both?  

- globalization of culture

- cultural imperialism

- cultural hegemony

Review for final exam
You will be able to download the take-home final on Blackboard on Monday, Nov. 16  at 9 p.m.  

You will need to turn it in – electronically -- no later than Saturday, Nov. 21 at midnight.
- Kusiel, R. (2003). Debating Americanization: The case of France, pp. 95-111. (Global America?)

- Winter, R. (2003). Global media, cultural change & the transformation of the local, pp. 206-221. (Global America?)

+ Reading from Discussion Team No. 8 

AND Blackboard DT Forum Response to one of Team No. 8’s questions.  


Discussion Team No. 7: Theory Evaluation Paper due Wed., Nov. 18!
Final



Day 21
Friday, Nov. 20
Final Literature Review Paper Due
Final Literature Review Paper Due
Final Literature Review Paper Due, 5 p.m.

Discussion Team No. 8: Theory Evaluation Paper due on this day!




Saturday, Nov. 21


Final due at midnight
Final due at midnight
Final due atmidnight
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