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Syllabus 
MFJS 2240: Online & Visual Journalism

Winter 2011

Mon./Wed. 4-6 p.m.

Mass Communications Building, Rm. 113
Instructor: Christof Demont-Heinrich

Office: Mass Communications and Journalism Studies Building, Room 103

Office Hours: 
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Office Phone: 303-871-4699

E-mail: cdemonth@du.edu

Class Web Sites: We will be using Blackboard. We will also be using Wordpress.Com to host the web site we will be producing together: http://dailycollegelife.wordpress.com/ 

Please note, our class web site is live on the World Wide Web, meaning everyone and anyone with Internet access can read, view and listen to any and all content we publish on it!
Prequisites: You must have taken, and passed, MFJS 2140 Newswriting & Reporting in order to take MFJS 2240!

Required Texts: 
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· Online Journalism: Principles and Practices of News for the Web (2nd Edition). Foust, James C.  2009.

· Journalism Next. Briggs, Mark. (2010). 

· Associated Press (AP) Stylebook, The Associated Press  (any edition from 2005 to 2010)
Books available at the DU bookstore and from various online sources (Amazon, Barnes & Noble, Associated Press, etc.)
Required Materials:

· Digital camera with video shooting ability and/or portable cell phone with photo and video capability; 
· Flash drive with at least 4GB space free to be used for this class

Suggested Materials: 

· Small digital audio tape recorder (strongly suggested)
· Reporters notebooks (strongly suggested)
· A digital SLR camera (suggested for those interested in photojournalism)
· External Hardrive, preferably with Firewire 800 interface (USB will work) and 250 GB or larger in size (only if you’re a video wonkie)

· Adobe Photoshop Elements (Educational Version $69)

· Final Cut Studio or Final Cut Pro (go to http://store.apple.com/us/browse/home/education_routing?mco=MTIxODk0Nw for info on student/educational discounts)
Material from additional sources will be posted to the class web site and/or handed out as needed.


Some have suggested that journalism is dead. This course operates on the opposite premise: Journalism is very definitely alive and more exciting to do than ever before.

Journalists don’t just write anymore (actually, most print journalists never did just write), they tell stories through multiple mediums – print, photography, video, audio. More and more of them are telling more and more of these multimedia stories via the axis of technological convergence: The Internet.That’s exactly what we’ll be doing in this course, telling stories – in compelling, interesting, creative, informed, reflective, and multi-media form – on the World Wide Web. 
Basically, we’ll be taking the writing, reporting, information gathering, and critical thinking skills you honed in MFJS 2140, Newswriting & Reporting, and developing these skills further. We’ll be doing so with a particular bent: While we’ll continue to focus on the importance of outstanding writing and strong reporting, we’ll concentrate on applying these writing and reporting skills across multiple media forms and genres.

Using Wordpress.com, an online, scaled down version of the popular Content Management System (CMS) Wordpress as our central multimedia storytelling space, we will work together to create a dynamic, exciting online publication that helps all of us to:

a) develop and grow our writing, reporting, information gathering, editing and critical thinking skills;

b) develop and hone our multimedia storytelling skills in creative, dynamic, and thought-provoking fashion  in order to tell compelling and socially meaningful stories;

c) have some fun doing “a”, “b”, and “c”; 

In terms of specific multimedia skills, by the end of this course you will:

· Be comfortable working with Wordpress.Com (and therefore with other online CMS platforms as well);

· Understand basic photographic composition and be able to take interesting, attention-drawing, and thought-provoking photographs to tell a story;

· Be able to create photographic slideshows (with and without audio) that tell a story in compelling and thought-provoking  fashion;

· Understand how to effectively integrate still and slideshow photography into a “traditional” news story to tell more compelling stories;

· Be able to perform photo editing and graphics building using the photo imaging software Adobe Photoshop; 

· Be able to build a basic photographic + audio slideshow using the video editing software Final Cut Pro.

· Understand the importance of making data visual, or of doing what is frequently called “data visualization”, in telling a story and be able to use at least one online data visualization program to add “data visualization” to a story; 

· Grasp basic video shooting and editing techniques and understand  how to apply these to tell compelling and thought-provoking  stories;

· Be able to perform basic video logging and editing tasks using the video editing software Final Cut Pro;  

· Be able to build your own YouTube channel and upload video content to your channel;

· Understand what RSS (Really Simple Syndication) is and how to use it effectively to gather information for stories and to help generate new story ideas;

· Know how to Tweet and be able to use Twitter as a resource to share news and ideas and get news and ideas yourself from others;

In this course, you'll learn the basics. You will not be an expert at the things listed above unless you practice them. It’s up to you to take what you have learned and expand your expertise and experience level, both during this course and thereafter.

In addition to hands-on, multimedia training, we’ll also critically examine and reflect upon various issues and questions surrounding the so-called Digital Revolution and the effects this is having on media and society in general. 

Additionally, you are also strongly encouraged to submit your work to The Clarion. There is no better way to break into the news industry than by getting on-the-job experience and generating formally published news clips! Your future should be enough incentive to write for The Clarion. However, in order to motivate you more, I have the following "extra-credit" policy: Each news or live entertainment/sports story you get published in The Clarion will add 2.5 points (.25%) to your total quarter grade. A full-length column/review, etc. will add 5 points to your overall quarter grade, or (0.5%). You may count up to three Clarion stories – but no more -- toward extra-credit.

I will also push you to build and hone your critical thinking skills by posing provocative and important questions in lecture, in in-class writing prompts, on the class bulletin board and in homework and formal story assignments. In addition to lectures, discussion and short in-class group activities and presentations, this class will include videos as well as guest speakers with direct experience in a variety of media industries from television to public relations. 


Multimedia Storytelling Assignments: There are six formal multimedia assignments. Assignment sheets for these are posted on Blackboard. 

All of the multimedia stories you tell must fall within the thematic news focus of the course: College Life. As a class, we will designate the different dimensions of College Life [Money, Food, Fun, Academics, etc.] we want to focus on, and we will collectively choose what we want to name these categories. You will cover three or four of the total number of College Life categories we create across the six formal multimedia assignments you do.  Your first still photo essay will link up with your Issue Story No. 1, meaning they will be on the same issue and therefore fall within the same College Life category. Your Wordpress.Com slideshow (the 2nd photography assignment) will link to your Issue Story No. 2, and will therefore fall within the same College Life category as your Issue Story No. 2. The audio + slideshow you will build using the video editing software program Final Cut Pro must fall in a different College Life category from your previous four assignments. The group video project could fall within College Life category that one of the group members has already completed a multimedia project in or it might not. This will be up to you as a group to decide.  

Blog commentaries,Tweets and comments on classmates’ work: In addition to the six formal multimedia assignments, you will also write two blog commentaries in which you critically analyze and respond to an issue in your two Issues Stories that interests you. You will also be expected to read/look at/watch your fellow classmates’ multimedia assignments and post responses to these on our Wordpress.Com-based site. Additionally, you will be required to write several pre-assignment posts for your six formal multimedia assignments and post these to Blackboard. Finally, you will be required to do at least five Tweets of links to interesting stories that you find about college life online to the rest of the class. 

Deadlines: Deadlines are a fact of life in all media industries. Media professionals cannot file stories late. Period. Barring extreme circumstances, you will be expected to file your stories by deadline, or you will receive a zero (F) on that assignment.

AP Style: You will be expected to adhere to AP style in your seven formal stories. Failure to do so will indicate to me basic carelessness and laziness -- definitely NOT attributes an editor wants in his or her writers and reporters -- and will reflect itself in the individual grade you receive for a story assignment. Pop quizzes will also include AP stylebook questions.
Story revision. Editors frequently ask reporters to revise their stories. You may revise four of the six formal assignments. Due dates for revisions are 10 days after you have received a graded version of your story back from Dr. D-H. I will average the first grade you with the second grade you earned for your final grade. If you received an 75 on the first story and a 90 on the second, your final story grade would be a an 83. 

Anonymous critique: Expect to occasionally see your work in class. If you do see your work on screen or in photocopied form, do NOT take it as a form of negative or personal criticism. We will be critiquing each another's writing in order to learn from each other and to become better reporters and writers.  

Pop Quizzes: There will be three pop quizzes. Your best two quiz grades will count. Quizzes will be given at the beginning of class. I will not re-administer quizzes for those who arrive to class late! The questions on these quizzes will relate to the readings, lecture, AP style and grammar and current events. I reserve the right to increase the number of quizzes -- and the total percentage of your quarter grade that they are worth --  if it becomes apparent to me that many students are not keeping up with the class readings.
Participation & Attendance: In-class participation and discussion is vital to a healthy and effective learning environment. You may be periodically called upon to ask/answer questions. You will also be called upon to participate in short in-class group activities and subsequent group presentations. Student names must be affixed to any group work (overheads, etc.) and will be used as a partial basis upon which to determine individual participation grades. 


Grading Breakdown: (Total quarter points = 1000 points)

· Six formal multimedia story assignments




75% (750 points)

- Issue Story No. 1 = 12.5% (125 points)

- Issue Story No. 2 = 12.5% (125 points)

- Photo Essay = 7.5% (75 points)

- Wordpress.Com slideshow = 10% (100 points)

- Final Cut Pro built audio + slideshow = 15% (150 points)

- Group video project (produced & edited in Final Cut Pro) = 17.5% (175 points)

· 1 Blog Commentary 






5% (50 points)

·  5 Tweets + 6 comments on classmates’ multimedia stories

5% (50 points)

· Pop quizzes (best 2 of 3)


 



5% (50 points)

· Participation, attendance






10% (10 points)

Work is evaluated on a publishablity scale:

Publishable as is: 93% and above

Publishable with minor changes: 90%

Publishable with some revisions/corrections: 86%

Publishable with major revisions/corrections: 80%

Publishable with extensive reworking: 76%

Maybe publishable with total revamping: 70%

Not publishable: 69% and below
Grading Scale:
93%+ (930 points+)


A 

90%-92% (900-920 points)

A-

87%-89% (870-890 points)

B+

83%-86% (830-860 points)

B

80%-82% (800-820 points)

B-

77%-79% (770-790 points)

C+

73-76% (730-760 points)

C

70-72% (700-720 points)

C-

67%-69% (670-690 points)

D+

63%-66% (630-660 points)

D

60%-62% (600-620 points)

D-

59% - (590 points-)


F

If you attend class, do the required work and have a reasonable grasp of the information, you should have no trouble earning at least a "C," which indicates satisfactory work. 

With the exception of documented absences [official doctor's note, etc.] you will NOT be allowed to make up a pop quiz, exam, etc. if you miss class. If you have a legitimate, documented reason for missing an upcoming class [official DU athletic/extracurricular event, etc.], it is your responsibility to inform the instructor beforehand. Some lecture notes will be posted to the class web site. However, not all will be. It is your responsibility to contact other class members for in-class notes, assignment sheets, etc. if you miss class.

Gradebook:
I will be using the Gradebook program in Blackboard. This will allow you to generally keep track of how you're doing. Be aware that a large percentage of your grade will still be in the balance until after the last day of class. In short, just because you're carrying a 90% average into the last day of class doesn't mean that you will end up with a 90% for the quarter. Basically, use Gradebook as a rough estimate of how you're doing during the quarter -- and to make sure I am entering the correct grades on your assignments.


1. Rude or abusive behavior such as talking excessively while the instructor or fellow students are addressing the class and/or personal verbal attacks on another student, groups of students, or the instructor will not be tolerated. This type of behavior will have an extremely negative impact on your participation grade! 

2. Sleeping during class is rude and disrespectful to me and to other students who are contributing to class. If you are too tired to come to class, please do not come at all! If you  sleep during class, you will receive one in-person warning from me. After that, you will receive no more in-person warnings, you will simply be marked down .5% of your overall quarter grade for each sleep episode. I will create a special Gradebook “minus” points column to keep track of total negative “sleeping” points.
3. TURN OFF ALL CELL PHONES/PAGERS etc. before coming to class. I will NOT tolerate text messaging/IM’ing/surfing the Internet etc. in class. If you consistently text and/or surf the Internet during class, you will receive one in-person warning from me. After that, you will receive no more in-person warnings, you will simply be marked down .5% of your overall quarter grade for every surfing or texting incident. I will create a special Gradebook “minus” points column to keep track of total negative “texting/surfing” points.
4. Cheating or plagiarizing the work of another will result in an automatic "F" for that assignment. Additionally, university policy permits harsher actions. If you have any questions about what constitutes (or does not constitute) plagiarism, ask me before you turn something in.

5. If you qualify for accommodations because of a disability, please let me know as soon as possible.

6. If you are involved in DU athletics or some other form of extra-curricular activity that will interfere with your attendance, you are required to let me know far ahead of time so that we can make any accommodations that are allowed according to official DU policies.

7. If you have any questions or concerns during the course of the quarter about anything, please feel free to contact me. E-mail (cdemonth@du.edu) is far and away the best way to reach me!
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