
  Katha 4 

 BANGLADESHI COMMUNITY IN COLORADO 
 

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

��������������	
����
	���	����������
 



  Katha 5 

 
March 30, 2002

�
� �
�
�
�
�����

KATHA 
 
 
 
 
 

Board of Editors 

Abul Kalam 

Anwar Hossain 

Faruk Mansur Mir 

Hasan Ahmad 

Kabir Newaz 

Mohammod Irfan 

Syed A. Hoque Asif 

�
�
�
�
�

Published by 
 
Bangladeshi 
Community in 
Colorado on the 31st 
Independence Day of 
Bangladesh 
 
 
�
 
 
 
 
 
Painting of Zainul 
Abedin is used on the 
front cover 

�

 
��������	

���� ���	 
����
 ����� ������� �� ��
����
� ���� ����� 
����

 ��!
���� ���� ��"�# ���� $��� $����� $�%���&'��� ��!���

 (�) *��+�� �,-*���� �(	�� ���� ./�0� 1�2� $�3����4 .�50�� -�

�1(67��4 $� .89 0�� ���
�	�� �����1� �!6 ���� 	:#�&;  ������

���<
��
 
����
� �=��!��� $�3������ ��6�� 
� *����-� ��!6�� ���

���� >�?��6  ���@;��
 ������ 
����
 �/�� ����	� ��������� A�"� ��  �#

B(�&; ���
� ���@' 
�,��� ����!����� > �� ��&C ������� $� 1(�D� 
(A��

 ����� 
����
 0E�F��0 (�# ��� ���G��4 �
( ��H� �����
�� ��� .

���� ���	
 ��
� ������ ����� ��� ����� ��� ������� ������� �� 
�!����� ���� �������� ��"���#��� ��$%�&'�� ��(�)� ����� 	*+&��
�����,�- ����� ��./ �0�� ��"���#��� 12�'���� �,�34� ����5 6���7 8�9 �(
�:; (� <�=5 <��= >"� ��( �?3�@�&���@A�B@�������� �0� ��"��� C����
��1�'��45 ���:;������� #���� �A���� �&������ ��D% E����� CFG���
1��<��+��( ��B �H���1� ��'I ��"��� ���- �B9��:; ��� 12�'�� ��"���#���
�&��J� ���5

#K� �&���1 ������ <�:;���D%� �������L� >�����I ��1 C�C��� �&=�E�� M��4
���A 12�'���� <��=� 1�� �����&J1� 1�� ���# 6�" <��= �&�I �� ���� E���
>"� ��(� 1��7��5 ���� �&��.�� ���A ������ ����� �+N���� O�0�H ���� '���
�� I �������L� �&��1� ��"���#���#� 67  �/ �&(�15

Editorial 
 

Tales (�0� - Katha) of the independence of Bangladesh, always fills our heart 

with a mixture of pride, emotion and sentiment that can never be expressed in 
words. Putting down these emotions in writing is even more difficult. For those 
of us, who are residing in countries far away from our motherland and remember 
the great sacrifice of millions of our people, it is always a continuous struggle 

against our souls to keep the feelings suppressed. �0� (The Talk), therefore, 
gives us an opportunity for the first time in Colorado to come out of our 
emotional hideouts and convey the facts about our independence, ethnic 
background, heritage and post independence activities in Bangladesh. It also 
gives our offspring and other members of this community an opportunity to 
know and research more about Bangladesh and its culture. 

The magazine contains articles highlighting the history of our independence 
together with post independence achievements in various socio-economic 
sectors. It also contains a section dedicated to the children of our community to 
encourage them to dig through their roots and get inspiration for future building 
of the nation. Sincere thanks to all the authors and the reviewers for taking time 
off from their busy schedule and making this attempt a successful one. Thanks to 
the sponsors for their generous contributions and the members of the community 
for their continuous encouragements. Without the support from all sectors, it 
would have not been possible to bring to you the tales of our native land 
Bangladesh.  
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Bangladesh:  A Case For Secularism 
Abul Kalam, Denver, Colorado 

 
Creation of Bangladesh confirms, in 

general, my belief that nationhood cannot be 
affirmed based on religion alone. There are 
factors that become just as relevant, such as, 
cultural and linguistic affinity, economic and 
social justice, and ideals of democracy.  Those 
were the reasons that had initiated the 
Bangladesh independence movement and after 
much bloody struggle and enormous sacrifice, 
Bangladesh won her independence.  The flag of 
the new nation clearly indicates its break away 
from the crescent and the star, the traditional 
symbol that was also predominantly a religious 
symbol, perhaps, a leftover legacy from the 
former Turkish Empire. Clearly, it indicates a 
shift in national policy, one from religious to 
secular. 
 

The subcontinent of India where 
Bangladesh is located had the legacy of 
inheriting the British system of jurisprudence 
that included some of the precious legal gems 
upheld by the foremost democratic nations of the 
world, such as the Great Britain or the United 
States of America. Bengalis have traditionally 
upheld these nations as models of democracy 
with guarantees of “life, liberty, and pursuit of 
happiness”; in these democracies, a person is 
presumed innocent until found guilty with a right 
to a due process of the law; individuals are 
endowed with many inalienable rights 
irrespective of religious or political affiliations, 
gender, or race.  These rights include: freedom of 
speech, freedom of press, religious freedom, and 
right to assembly.  These rights have lead to an 
increased need for diversity in work places, 
pluralism in political and social expressions, and 
most important of all, it established a clear 
separation of church and state.  It is true that the 

religious right in the United States had attempted 
to enforce their personal religious beliefs such as 
the public prayer onto populace, but it had 
generally failed.  Many public watchdogs in 
America, such as the American Civil Liberties 
Union (ACLU), have made sure that this could 
not happen. 
 

Bangladesh has embraced these secular 
ideals of a democracy.  By accepting these 
ideals, Bengalis have agreed that they are not just 
one ethnic or religious group but also all people 
who are citizens of Bangladesh. It should be the 
goal of all Bengalis to see that social justice is 
served by providing equal opportunity to all 
people irrespective of race, gender, or creed.  
With this promise, the society opens doors to 
personal freedom such that opinions are voiced 
and people have freedom of choices.  It also 
creates a society where the worth of every 
individual is recognized. In such a society, free 
enterprise and fair competition can only thrive 
for the greater good of all people. 
 

I shall argue that in nationhood, secular 
values are a greater value, since it gives 
recognition to the self-worth of every individual 
and since it endows every individual with 
inalienable civil rights. In today’s world, we 
have become a global village.  The ideal of 
globalization is only a doorstep away.  We must 
think of ourselves as a world community, 
opening our doors to all people.  With such 
ideals, Bangladesh cannot be a weak nation but 
only a stronger nation, whose strength will come 
from its recognition of values that are greater and 
universal, values that are more in tune with our 
times.  
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Birth of a Nation 
Hasan Ahmad, Longmont, Colorado

�

Bangladesh is one of the world’s youngest 
nations and perhaps the first country following 
World War II to achieve its independence as a 
consequence of a civil war. Born in the fire of a 
continuous struggle to establish national identity, 
language and culture, it opted for a secular 
national state that permitted its population to 
fully express a significantly ethnic and cultural 
homogeneity. As the name Bangladesh implies, 
the country is a land of the Bengali speaking 
people where the language itself created the 
community, gave it aspects of solidarity and 
uniqueness, and focused the sentiment of the 
people. The culture and heritage of the people of 
the country are also very rich and unique, and 
quite a few of its children achieved wide 
acclaim, particularly in the realms or literature, 
poetry, science, social science and technology. 
However, the country, as it stands now, is 
overpopulated and impoverished, and the 
journey to economic stability has been slowed 
again and again by political turmoil. Natural 
calamities, including cyclones and torrential 
floods, and occasional sporadic disruption of law 
and order in some isolated incidents also 
contribute to the political and economic 
instability of the country. Nevertheless, the 
people of Bangladesh are enormously proud of 
their heritage, and the struggles have not 
dampened their spirits at all. Instead they have 
worked hard to enrich their culture and to instill 
a strong national identity. 
 Today, Bangladesh and its people across 
the world are celebrating the 31st anniversary of 
its independence. Although very young as a free 
nation, its culture and civilization go much 
further back in history, spanning over 3000 
years. Archeological findings suggest that 
settlement and urban life in this neighborhood 
started in Mohenjodaro and Harappa in the 
Western and Central regions of India during or 
before the time of Gautama Buddha in the 6th 
century B.C., and later spread to Bengal. This is 

what one would expect, as the low-lying plains 
of Bengal with their high rainfall and great 
fertility must originally have consisted of forests 
and marshes. However, evidence for the 
extension of Harappan culture into the western 
Ganges basin is only now beginning to emerge. 
According to the recorded history though, an 
Austro-Asian race of people, including the 
Veddas, was the first inhabitants of the region in 
the prehistoric times. Then came settlements by 
the Dravidians, Aryans, and Mongolians. The 
earliest reference to the areas in Bangladesh can 
be found in the ancient texts of the Ramayan and 
the Mahabharat. These references are, however, 
mythological rather than historical and reliable 
accounts became available only early in the 
fourth century B.C. It was around that time that 
the historians of Alexander the Great recorded 
accounts of a powerful civilization inhabiting the 
lower Ganges region, the Gandaridai. Alexander 
supposedly decided not to undertake an 
expedition against the Gandaridai after being 
deterred by the multitude of their elephants. 
From the fourth century to the second century 
B.C., the region was ruled by the Maruyan 
dynasty, the most renowned king being their last 
emperor Ashoka, who embraced a Buddhist 
doctrine of non-violence. The next recorded 
historic event for this region is probably the rise 
of the Gupta Empire in the fourth century A.D. 
During this period, the Bengal region was 
renowned for its artistic developments that 
influenced the people of the whole Southeast 
Asia. The Guptas ruled the region until their 
collapse in the seventh century and the rise of the 
first independent king of Bengal, Shashanka. 
Historians refer to this seventh century as the 
time when the Bengali language started to 
assume a distinct form. This is also the time 
when Buddhism started flourishing in Bengal.  

In the eighth century, following a 
century of chaos in Bengal, a warrior named 
Gopala was elected to the throne in an attempt to 
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impose some semblance of order. Gopala reigned 
from 750 to 770 and began the Pala dynasty that 
remained in power for over four centuries. This 
dynasty brought a long period of prosperity and 
political stability to this region. Its patronage 
nurtured the arts and sheltered the remnants of 
Buddhists in the Indian subcontinent where 
Hinduism was becoming a powerful force. The 
Palas were thus the last powerful Buddhist 
monarchs on the subcontinent. They also 
established diplomatic relations with the 
kingdom of Srivijaya, which controlled much of 
the Indonesian archipelago. The Palas were 
succeeded by the Sena dynasty during which 
Hinduism supplanted Buddhism. The Senas did 
not reign for long, however, as in the 13th century 
Muslim invaders from Central Asia overthrew 
the Sena dynasty and converted most of the 
population to Islam. Waves of Turks, Arabs, 
Afghans, Persians and other Muslims began 
migrating to Bengal, and during this period, 
architecture achieved its golden age. With the 
exception of a few independent rulers like the 
Hussain Shahi and the Ilyas Shahi dynasties, 
most of the time, the region was ruled on behalf 
of the Imperial seat in other parts of India, 
primarily Delhi. In 1556, Akbar acceded to the 
throne of the Moghul Empire and began 
enlarging its border making Bengal a province of 
the empire in 1576. During this Moghul period, 
the European traders – first the Portuguese, later 
the Dutch and British – began arriving in this 
region. By 1616 the Portuguese established a 
post in Dhaka. After the death of Emperor 
Aurangazeb in 1707, the dynasty of the Moghul 
Empire started to decline and the leadership of 
the entire region went through a serious turmoil. 
In the chaos that followed, British traders began 
to take over the region and the Indian 
subcontinent. Between 1703 and 1757, the 
people of Bengal, however, witnessed some 
great rulers like Murshid Quli Khan, Shuja 
Uddin, Sarfaraz Khan, Alivardi Khan and Siraj-
ud-Dowla. In 1757, the British Force defeated 
the last independent Muslim ruler of Bengal, 
Nawab Siraj-ud-Dowla, in the battle of Plassey 

and eventually took control of the overall region. 
Although they allowed a few rulers like Mir 
Jafar, Mir Qasim, Najim ud-Dowla and Saif Ud-
Dowla, to rule Bengal on their behalf between 
the periods of 1757 to 1770, the British 
colonialists continually strengthened their 
administrative control over East India, absorbing 
the remaining portion of Bengal and the Ganges 
River Valley. By 1859 the British had 
domination of India from the Indus in the west to 
Bengal in the east. In 1905, Bengal was divided 
into two separate provinces, West and East 
Bengal. However, vociferous protests among the 
population of the region eventually led to its 
reunification. Afterwards, the Muslim and Hindu 
factions of India, weary of being subordinate to 
the British, began to press greater independence 
from the British government. 

The Hindu Indian National Congress 
primarily led the movement for independence. 
The Muslim faction, however, became concerned 
about Hindu domination and in 1906 they 
formed the All-India Muslim League. The next 
two decades were fraught with bitter conflicts 
between the Hindu and Muslim communities. In 
the 1930s the idea of a separate Muslim state 
arose as the solution to the conflict. Finally, after 
several years of debate, in 1947 India was given 
independence and Pakistan was created as a 
country specifically dedicated to the religious 
ideals of Islam. Bengal was divided into West 
Bengal and East Bengal, where West Bengal 
became part of the new India and East Bengal 
was aligned with Pakistan. However, almost 
from the moment Pakistan was formed, people in 
the East realized that the nationalistic forces are 
stronger than those promoting Islamic ideology. 
This feeling and the fact that the structure of 
Pakistan left its political center, and thus its 
ruling elite, in the West, while the majority of 
the population lived in the East, led to 
continuous conflicts and eventually gave birth to 
Bangladesh. 

The first major difficulty between the 
two regions of Pakistan began over the issue of 
language, when it was declared in 1948 that 
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Urdu must become the official language of 
Pakistan. Although only little over 3% of the 
population spoke Urdu, as opposed to over 56% 
who spoke Bengali, the choice of Urdu as the 
national language was explained by suggesting 
that it had a closer affinity to Arabic and Persian. 
Since Pakistan existed to accommodate Muslims, 
Urdu was considered to be the appropriate choice 
of language. Coincidently, Urdu was spoken by 
most of the politicians at the time of its 
independence from the British rule and was 
regarded as the elite language of Pakistan. On the 
other hand, there was also a strong feeling, 
particularly in the East, that the politicians were 
not satisfactorily representing all of Pakistan, but 
were only protecting their own interests. The 
common people of the East thus started 
expressing their sentiments through the Bangla 
Language Movement. The first wave of the 
movement started with the publication of the 
booklet titled State Language of Pakistan: 
Bengali or Urdu, by the Tamuddin Majlish on 
September 15, 1947. The book demanded that 
Bengali be one of the state languages of 
Pakistan. Later the Majlish convened a meeting 
to discuss the State Language issue and the 
supporters and sympathizers formed a political 
party, the Khilafate-Rabbani. In November 1947, 
representatives from the East attending an 
educational conference in Karachi, opposed 
Urdu as being the only National Language. On 
February 23, 1948, the Bengali opposition 
member Dhirendra Nath Dutta moved a 
resolution in the Assembly to recognize Bengali 
as a state language along with Urdu and English. 
The resolution was, however, opposed by Prime 
Minister Liakat Ali together with the non-
Bengali members and unfortunately also by 
Khawaja Nazimuddin, who was representing the 
interests of people from the-then East Pakistan. 
Later, D. N. Dutta tried with a few amendments 
to the original proposal, but all of his efforts 
proved futile. Nevertheless, the demand gathered 
spontaneous support of the Bengali speaking 
community, especially the East Pakistan Student 
League, who became the forerunner of several 

street agitations and demonstration. In March of 
1948, the movement gained considerable 
momentum with the formation of the Students 
Committee of Action which negotiated a deal 
with the provincial government to adopt a 
resolution for making Bengali the official 
language of East Pakistan and also to 
recommend to the Central government that 
Bengali be made one of the state languages. 
However, on March 21, the founder and the 
Governor General of Pakistan, Mohammad Ali 
Jinnah declared that while Bengali could be the 
Provincial Language, Urdu would be the only 
state language of Pakistan. This remark evoked 
an angry protest from the Bengali youth who 
raised protest slogans and many students of 
Dhaka University, including Sheikh Mujibur 
Rahman, was placed under detention. Jinnah 
tried to persuade the student representatives of 
the Committee of Action to accept the concept of 
one National language, but failed to convince 
them. 

The second wave of the Bengali 
Language Movement sparked off on January 26, 
1952 as a result of the recommendation of the 
Basic Principles Committee of the Constituent 
Assembly of Pakistan that Urdu should be the 
only state Language. Later in a public meeting at 
the Dhaka Paltan Maidan, Prime Minister 
Nazimuddin declared that Urdu alone would be 
the state language of Pakistan. These events 
raised serious protests from the students of 
Dhaka University and on January 28, 1952, they 
labeled the Prime Minister and the Provincial 
Ministers as the stooges of West Pakistan. On 
the 30th of January, Mowlana Bhashani and other 
leaders of the Awami League met secretly with 
the leaders of a number of Communist Front and 
other organizations, and agreed that the students 
alone couldn’t successfully carry out by 
Language Movement. To mobilize full political 
and student support, they decided that Awami 
League should take the leadership of the 
movement. Based on this decision, an all-party 
convention was organized in Dhaka on January 
31, 1952 and was attended by a number of 
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prominent leaders. As a result of the convention, 
a broad based All Party Committee of Action 
(APCA) was constituted with Kazi Golam 
Mahboob as the Convener and Moulana 
Bhashani as the Chairman. APCA also included 
two representatives from each of the Awami 
League, Students League, Youth League, 
Khilafate-Rabbani Party and the Dhaka 
University State Language Committee of Action. 
The Committee organized its first protest 
meeting in Dhaka on February 3, 1952 and called 
a general strike on February 21, when the East 
Bengal Assembly was due to meet for its budget 
session. In order to resist the movement, on the 
eve of the general strike, the government 
promulgated an order under Section 144 of the 
Criminal Procedure Code prohibiting 
processions and meetings in Dhaka City. Despite 
the warning, the Committee went ahead with 
their program and held a meeting at noon of 
February 21, 1952 at Dhaka University campus. 
The students then brought out a procession and 
decided to stage a demonstration in front of the 
Provincial Assembly. At about 4 PM, while the 
students were struggling against the tear gas 
shells from the police, the police opened fire in 
front of the Medical College Hostels killing five 
persons – Mohammad Salauddin, Abdul Jabbar, 
Abul Barkat, Rafiquddin Ahmed and Abdus 
Salam. The news of the killing spread like 
wildfire throughout the city and people rushed in 
thousands towards the Medical College 
premises. Inside the Assembly, six opposition 
members pressed for the adjournment of the 
house and demanded an inquiry into the 
incidents. But the Chief Minister Nurul Amin 
urged the house to proceed with the planned 
agenda and the opposition members of the 
Assembly walked out in protest. 

The very next day was marked by angry 
protests and processions by people from all 
works of life. Police again opened fire killing 
four people as the angry mob burnt the offices of 
a pro-government newspaper. As the situation 
deteriorated, the government also called in the 
Army. At the same time, the Chief Minister 

moved a motion recommending to the 
Constituent Assembly that Bengali should be one 
of the state languages of Pakistan. For the first 
time a number of Muslim members voted in 
favor of the amendments moved by the 
opposition and the motion was passed 
unanimously. On the other hand, a complete 
general strike was observed on February 23, 
1952, despite the resolution by the Provincial 
Assembly. To commemorate the supreme 
sacrifice of the students and the general 
population, the students of Medical College 
erected a Shahid Minar overnight at the place 
where Barkat was shot. On February 24, with an 
order from the government to bring the situation 
under control within 48 hours, the police and the 
army arrested almost all the student and political 
leaders associated with the Language Movement. 
As a result, Dhaka University was closed sine 
die on February 25, 1952. The ultimate prize of 
the movement came on May 7, 1954 when the 
Government of Pakistan recognized Bangla as a 
state language. However, the people of 
Bangladesh didn’t stop there. At their 
persistence, on November 19, 1999, UNESCO 
declared 21st February as the International 
Mother Language Day to be celebrated 
throughout the world. 

The Language Movement indeed added 
a new dimension to politics in Pakistan. It left 
deep impression on the minds of the younger 
generation of Bangladesh and imbued them with 
the spirit of Bengali nationalism. It is quite 
obvious that the bloodshed in 1952 ultimately 
bleed Pakistan to death. As an immediate affect, 
however, it prepared the ground for the complete 
routing of the Muslim League in the 1954 
elections by a United Front of opposition 
political parties, on a nationalistic spirit of 
cultural, political and economic autonomy for 
East Bengal. The government of United Front 
was, however, dismissed by the central 
government on May 30, 1954. Thus, the ethnic 
and racial discrimination against Bangalees went 
along with the limitation of their political rights. 
In fact, the East region was exploited and 
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colonized from the very beginning; the Bangali 
bourgeoisie was the smaller shareholder of the 
Pakistani ruling structure. Its role was much 
weaker than the West Pakistani sections of 
industrial, mercantile, military and civilian 
bourgeoisie. On the other hand, the West 
Pakistani ruling elites continued the economic 
colonization and the expropriation of wealth of 
East Bengal. While East Bengal was earning a 
larger share of Pakistan’s exports, West Pakistan 
had the greater share in imports of consumer 
goods, industrial machineries and raw materials. 
The inter-wing trade policy was designed to 
allow the West Pakistani manufacturing sector to 
dispose its commodities in East Bengal at a price 
higher than the world market. In spite of the 
rhetoric of the National Unity, the export 
earnings of East Bengal were being used to 
finance the development of the commercial city 
Karachi and dominant province Punjab. 

The nationalist struggle for Bagalees 
climaxed following the 1970 election, when the 
Awami League with their leader Sheikh Mujibur 
Rahman, won a triumphant electoral victory 
because the party reflected the nationalist 
inspiration. But the election result, which gave 
Awami League the reign of the central 
government, was ignored and on the 26th of 
March 1971, Pakistani soldiers attacked the 
civilians of Dhaka and other parts of Bangladesh 
causing the greatest massacre in modern history. 
The crackdown was intended to demolish 
Bangalee nationalism by inflicting cruelty and to 
prevent the Bangalees to exercise their right of 
self-determination. The military attack, however, 
transformed the movement for attaining political 
self-rule into a national struggle for 
independence, and millions of Bangladeshis, 
irrespective of their political affiliation, religious 
preference or class background, joined the 
struggle. Nearly 3 million people lost their lives 
in this War of Independence and over 10 million 
people crossed over the border to neighboring 
India to save their lives. With considerable help 
from India, the people of Bangladesh mounted 
one of the most effective guerrilla wars of 

modern times and finally the nine-month long 
War of Independence came to an end on 16th 
December 1971. The stamp of Pakistan was thus 
erased from this region and the new nation 
Bangladesh was born with a renewed national 
identity, yet with a very deep-rooted heritage. 
It is quite obvious from the above that the 
history of Bangladesh portrays a picture of 
continuous struggle for its people. Although 
the region has been very rich in its cultural 
identity and the citizens have a very high 
nationalistic feeling, the search for its 
political and economic stability seems to be 
not over yet. Within the last 31 years of 
independence, the country has quite often 
demonstrated that the politics revolves 
around personalities, not ideas or institution. 
We can only hope that the people can 
overcome these adversities and raise the 
interests of the common people above their 
own. Fortunately, there have been a great 
deal of technological and infra-structural 
developments lately and democracy has been 
prevailing for quite a while. Recent socio-
economic data also indicates that the overall 
condition of the general mass is improving. 
If Bangladesh continues to progress at least 
at the current rate, then it won’t be very long 
before we can proudly say that the dreams of 
our ancestors have been fulfilled.   
 
Information for this article has been collected mostly from the 
Internet. Some of the sites include: Virtual Bangladesh 
(www.virtualbangladesh.com), Geocities 
(www.geocities.com/bcahoon.geo/Bangladesh.html, 
www.geocities.com/CapitolHill/ Lobby/2999/history.html), 
Meet Bangladesh (www.bol-online.com),  and Sankalpa 
(sankalpa.tripod.com/roots/ s1bengal.html). 
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My Memory of the Events Leading to Our War of Independence in 1971 

M. A. Salam, Erie, Colorado 
�

It was the end of February 1971. For those of us 
who were studying at Dhaka University and 
appearing at B.Sc (Hons.) final examination, it 
felt like we were almost at the end of the tunnel 
and about to see the daylight. In other words, our 
exam was almost over. All of us in the 
Chemistry Department were extremely pleased 
that all of our exams, both theoretical and 
practical, were over.  In other departments, 
students were able to finish the theoretical 
exam(s) but not the practical ones.  

Why were these exams so important? To 
give you the background, the then Pakistan, 
under the military leadership of General Yahia 
Khan held a general election based on the adult 
franchise just few months ago, and Awami 
League under the leadership of Bangabandhu 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman won absolute majority 
in that election. Since Awami Leage was fighting 
for Bangalees with Six-Point Plan for some time 
with the Pakistani military rulers, they could not 
accept the victory of the Awami League. 
Therefore, they resorted to delaying tactics to 
strengthen their military deployment. As I said 
earlier, Awami League got absolute majority 
over all political parties of Pakistan; and Sheikh 
Saheb’s main rival was Zulfiqur Ali Bhutto from 
the Peoples Party of mainly West Pakistan. 
Bhutto never wanted Sheikh Saheb to be the 
Prime Minister of Pakistan. So the military rulers 
in conjunction with Bhutto called a round table 
conference in West Pakistan while they 
unleashed their military on unarmed 
demonstrations throughout East Pakistan. 
Obviously, Sheikh Saheb could not agree to go 
to the round table conference in West Pakistan. 
Then they declared that the National Assembly 
session would be in West Pakistan. Sheikh Saheb 
as usual decided not to go to West Pakistan (why 
he and all other Bangalee elected MP’s as the 
majority block, would go all the way to West 
Pakistan?).  

At this decision, Bhutto started threatening 
elected members from West Pakistan, specially 

the members from the minority parties like Wali-
NAP, Muslim League and others, saying if they 
go to East Pakistan and return, it will be a 
slaughterhouse. On the other hand, throughout 
East Pakistan everybody started some sort of 
non-cooperation movement with the military 
government. General Yahia Khan delivered a 
nationwide speech blaming Sheikh Mujib and his 
Awami League for the chaos. The military rulers 
started changing the administration of East 
Pakistan with more aggressive administrators. 
East Pakistan Governor Vice Admiral S. M. 
Ahsan was replaced with Lt. General Shahibzada 
Yakub Khan and later with Lt. General Tikka 
Khan. Admiral Ahsan was a very likable person; 
once our Vice Chancellor Justice Abu Sayeed 
Chowdhury invited him at the Dhaka University 
Convocation and he made a comment saying, “I 
am just a sailor, I really don’t fit at this 
distinguished gathering. In the mean time, 
Moulana Bhasani called a meeting at the Paltan 
Maidan on March 3, 1971. That was a well-
attended meeting (for some reason I tried to 
attend most of Moulana’s meeting specially for 
his humor), and he called Yahia Khan to give 
independence to East Pakistan. He accused him 
as a liar and claimed that even a street person 
(“Paner Dokandar”) has better character than 
him. Although Bhashani did not used to speak 
with lot of weight, everybody respected him. But 
the military rulers did not take him seriously.  

The Awami Leage also called an important 
meeting on March 7, 1971 at the Race Course 
Maidan, currenly known as the Sohrawardy 
Uddan. There was no tree in the Maidan, only 
green grass and was particularly used for horse 
races. The Awami League prepared a podium at 
the northeast corner of the Race Course right 
across Ramna Park. The military rulers in East 
Pakistan started raiding the University halls to 
arrest student leaders who were energizing the 
student movement. One can say Dhaka 
University was the center of all movements, 
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especially when Justice Abu Sayeed Chowdhury 
was the Vice Chancellor. The student movement 
was spearheaded by Rob and Quddus from 
DUCSU, Nur-e-alam Siddiqui and Shahjahan 
Siraj from Student League, and Tofail and 
Razzaque from senior student leaguers. Most of 
them were not regular students; they had 
affiliation with the University Law school.  

One evening, we got the message that 
the army killed Dr. Shamsuzzoha, a provost and 
Professor of Chemistry at Rajshahi University. I 
knew Dr. Zoha personally - while I was a student 
of Rajshahi College, he used to go there to play 
cricket. Outraged by this news, we brought out a 
procession in Curzon Hall with our provost Dr. 
Mir Fakruzzaman as the leader, even though the 
city was under curfew. I was staying at Fazlul 
Haq Hall, which was frequented by few well-
known student leaders at that time, viz., Abdul 
Quddus Makhan and Anower Hossain Monju. I 
still remember watching the student leaders 
escaping the hall in the darkness of the night. 
One day I asked one of my friends, where are 
you going? He replied, if everyone gets arrested 
who would run the movement.  
As the March 7 meeting was drawing closer, 
everything seemed to be running in higher 
frequency, as if everybody’s blood pressure was 
running high. As I mentioned earlier, unofficially 
non-cooperation movement had already been 
started, every mechanism of the provincial 
government seemed to be running at the order of 
the Awami League-student front. One day, a few 
ultra-conservative members from both the 
Student League and the Awami League hoisted 
the flag of Bangladesh at Sheikh Saheb’s 
Dhanmondi residence. At that time, the Bihari 
dominated places like Mirpur, Syedpur etc., 
became the places for murdering Bangalee 
people. I remember one of my classmates, who 
migrated from India, could not believe that the 
Pak army or the Biharis would kill fellow 
Bangalees. I requested him seriously not go to 
the Mirpur area. He used to have few relatives 
there. One day he went there in spite of my 
request and never came back. He was brutally 

murdered by the Biharis.  
On March 7, it was a bright day with spring-like 
weather; we went to the Race Course by 3 PM 
just to have a good view of the leaders. We were 
all eagerly waiting for the arrival of Sheikh 
Mujib’s entourage (Senior Awami League 
leaders). There were rumblings even from the 
early morning that the military rulers were trying 
to deny broad casting of the speech through radio 
and TV.  Finally, they gave permission (when 
threatened with closure of the TV station by the 
employees) to broadcast the speech without 
editing. The entourage came half an hour late as 
the motorcade was detained by the military for 
no obvious reason. Then Sheikh Saheb delivered 
his famous speech of March 7, 1971. I was 
impressed, and I am sure everybody else will 
testify to that statement. One of his directives 
was for us to go to our respective hometowns 
and organize the movement. Per his directives all 
University, Colleges, Courts and Offices would 
not operate from March 8. 
I left for my hometown Bogra on March 15 and 
joined the resistance movement. Bogra town is 
divided into north and south by a railway track. 
We blocked the track with goods train 
compartment, so that the army from one side 
cannot cross to the other. Simultaneously, the 
Awami League and the military leaders, 
including Bhutto, were deciding our destiny in 
Dhaka. They continued negotiations until March 
23, as I remember Sheikh Saheb mentioning in 
response to a reporter’s question: “If there is no 
progress in the meeting what is the point of 
continuing discussion with them”. In radio, 
everyday there were non-stop revolutionary 
programs: Bengali music and talk about this 
important meeting.  

But March 24 was different, all of a 
sudden the patriotic music from the radio station 
stopped and instead they started playing Naath, 
Gajal and Pakistani propaganda. I sensed that 
something vicious must have been taking place 
but nobody knew what it was. I had a four-band 
radio, on which I was frantically dialing the knob 
through all Indian stations without any success. 
For a few days we were completely in the dark. 
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Then, perhaps fortunately, one day in the 
afternoon, possibly on March 27, I with all of my 
fellow resistance fighters listened to the speech 
given by Major Zia. He essentially cleared 
everything saying, “We all Bangalees in the 
Bengal Regiment (Khaled Mussharraf; 
Shafiullah, Jalil and Taher among others) have 
started Independence Movement for Bangladesh 
under the leadership of Sheikh Mujibur 
Rahman”. He also asked all of us to “participate 
wholeheartedly to this cause”. He gave a little 
description of what happened in Dhaka. This was 
like an electric shock just passed through our 
bodies. We were absolutely clear about our 
mission. Before this inhuman crack down of the 
military junta on the unarmed Bangalees, some 
of us were of the opinion that may be the 
politicians would find a way to live under one 
Pakistan. I can speak for almost all of us that 
after 25th of March, no one believed that we 
would be able to live under the Pakistani 
administration. We could not stay in the town 
any longer, because the army moved into Bogra 
soon. We all moved to the western part of Bogra 
(near Dupchachia Thana). We used to spend our 
nights either in paddy fields or in bamboo 
bushes, because there were few informants 
everywhere who were against the creation of 
Bangladesh. Our group had the dubious 
responsibility of disrupting road communication 
of the Pakistani army. All I can say, we were 
pretty successful in accomplishing our objective. 
During this period of our independence 
movement, I used to see everyday rows of people 
- Hindu (for religion) and Moslem (for political 
affiliation) - were moving towards Indian border 
with whatever they could carry on their head. 
Witnessing burning villages was a part of our 
daily routine. Since I had the radio, we always 
listened to BBC, Shadhin Bangla Betar Kendra 
and its programs. Charampatra was the most 
popular program organized by M.R. Akhter 
Mukul (whom I met as a neighbor in London 
when I was completing my higher studies in the 
post-independence period). We used to keep 
track of what success the fellow “Muktifowz” 
were achieving at various fronts.  
In the mean time the military junta under the 
leadership of A.M. Malik  (Bangalee 
collaborator) started the administration of 

their so-called East Pakistan. We did not pay 
any attention to what they were doing; they 
were just trying to show the rest of the world 
that everything was normal. All of a sudden, 
one day I received a post card (it is hard to 
believe postal system used to work at that 
period) from one of my friends (Humayun 
Ahmed). He wrote, “Salam, why are you not 
joining the Chemistry Dept., Prof. M. H. 
Khundker told us that you did very good in 
your Hons. Final Exam.”  It was very 
uncharacteristic of Prof. Khundker to say 
something like that, since he was a very 
conservative teacher. I was able to write 
Humayun back saying, “I will return only to 
independent Bangladesh”. Only few of us 
stayed back to participate actively in the 
independence movement that included my 
younger brother, who was a student of the 
Agricultural University and my nephew, 
who was an Engineering student. It was a 
gutsy move, because independence 
movement could have taken longer. 
However, not even for a second, I felt that 
our cause was not right. I think it will be 
incomplete if I do not mention who helped 
our cause during that period. I must say India 
was our best friend (they might have vested 
interest, but they were at the forefront to 
expedite our cause) followed by USSR. 
British people and media were also in favor 
of our movement (just like to recall few 
British reporters like Mark Tally and 
Anthony Maskarenhas).  
Soon after the military crackdown, almost all 
of Awami League MP’s crossed to India. 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and Dr. Kamal 
Hossain were arrested and moved to West 
Pakistan (Ex-Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina 
was living in Germany where her husband, 
Dr. Wazed was working as a Post-Doc). 
Under the leadership of Syed Nazrul Islam 
and Tajuddin Ahmed, a provisional 
government was formed at a small border 
town of Kushtia district in Bangladesh with 
Syed Nazrul as the President and Tajuddin, 
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the Prime Minister. Khondoker Mustaq got 
the foreign ministry. Ret. colonel Osmani 
became the defense minister. Bangalee 
foreign service officers started defecting 
from their posts at respective Pakistani 
embassies around the world. To name a few: 
Hussain Ali from Calcutta Pakistani 
Consulate (as deputy high commissioner), 
Humayun Rashid Chowdhury (from Delhi 
embassy); Abdul Mal Muhit; Dhaka 
University Vice Chancellor Justice Abu 
Sayeed Chowdhury, who was attending a 
meeting in Paris. Later, Justice Chowdhury 
became the main spokesman for the 
government abroad. There were quite a few 
vocal foreign supporters for our cause: 
Senators Kennedy, McGovern and few 
British MP’s.  Mrs. Indira Gandhi played a 
vital role in bringing a quick end to the 
crisis. She was smart enough to provoke 
Pakistan to attack India first. At this 
juncture, USSR used its vital veto power in 
the Security Council to continue the war 
until the whole of Bangladesh is liberated. 
This war ended with the surrender of 
Pakistan army (Gen. Niazi) to Gen. Aurora 
and freedom fighters of Bangladesh on 
December the 16, 1971.  
Soon after the surrender, most of the UN 
countries recognized the newly liberated 
Bangladesh. Then there was the release of 
Sheikh Mujib from Pakistani internment. At the 
time of his release, Bhutto requested him to see 
if somehow East and West Pakistan could still 
live as a federation. Pakistan released him to 
Britain. The British Prime Minister Edward 
Heath warmly welcomed him and sent him back 
to Bangladesh in a British plane. On his way to 
Bangladesh, he stopped at Delhi and delivered a 
speech before a large crowd. He eventually 
landed in Dhaka at Tejgaon airport and took over 
the leadership of the Bangladeshi nation. When 
he took over the nation, it hardly had any 
infrastructure, any airlines or agencies, because 
the Pakistani rulers had all the central 

government apparatuses in West Pakistan. One 
of the first things, he had to deal with is to get 
back all the Bangladeshi armed force personnels 
in the Pakistani army stranded in West Pakistan 
(just happens that Col. Ershad and Lt. Gen. 
Khawaja Wasiuddin were among them) and they 
were repatriated.  

I returned to Dhaka by road on January 
15, 1972. On my way back from Bogra to 
Dhaka, I noticed that all the bridges were 
destroyed by the retreating Pakistani army. Since 
it was a dry season, the coach somehow managed 
to reach Dhaka. To my surprise, my room # 326 
of Fazlul Haq Hall was empty, as it was looted, 
and I remember I had a small Koran Sharif that 
was also gone.  
Justice Sayeed Chowdhury became the President 
of the new republic. Dr. Abdul Matin 
Chowdhury became the vice chancellor of Dhaka 
University. I still remember his first speech at 
the Dhaka University Teachers Students Center 
(TSC). He started by saying “History of Dhaka 
University is the history of the whole of 
Bangladesh”. To me it was a very moving 
statement. It broke my heart when I came to 
know that my good friend Chisti Helalur 
Rahman and Dr. Kutubuddin (Doctor at Dhaka 
University Medical Center) were among those  
“Bhuddijibis” who could not get to see the free 
country. It is a new nation, and everybody started 
everything all over with lots of enthusiasm. I 
went on to complete my Master of Science 
degree in Chemistry and became a lecturer at the 
Department of Chemistry, Dhaka University (at 
that time it was a very honorable position). Soon 
(in 1974) I went to England with a British 
Government scholarship (Commonwealth) to 
complete my doctoral degree. It is hard to 
imagine that I passed another 28 years abroad 
since. I would like to conclude by saying a 
prayer for those departed souls who gave their 
lives for liberating our homeland called 
Bangladesh, a place where I freely speak Bengali 
and feel proud to be a citizen of. 
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Bangladesh Economy: Its Performance since 1991 and A Few More Questions 
Mahmood Hussain, Boulder, Colorado 

 
Bangladesh: a name resplendent in beauty 
 

When I left home in 1992, the 
country had just been recovering from the 
shambles left by the military junta. Over the 
past 10 years, whenever and wherever we 
(the Bangladeshis living in the US) got 
together to celebrate Eid, Independence Day 
or simply a birthday, the plight of 
Bangladesh has been an incessant source of 
our discussions. Despite the fact that most of 
us will never return to Bangladesh, 
something in our heart craves for it and 
persistently takes us on vicarious trips to our 
“homeland” through numerous discussions 
and “adda”. Apart from these vicarious trips 
quite a few of us are seriously interested to 
know more about Bangladesh on a regular 
basis. While we may spend the rest of our 
lives in a foreign country (our adopted 
homeland), a lot of us are interested to know 
about ways to contribute to Bangladesh 
economy. 
I have always thought of putting facts before 
emotion in our informal discussions but 
never had the patience to delve into data 
sources to organize facts. Shame on me! 
Being an economist, I haven’t written 
anything specifically on Bangladesh since 
1990! The celebration of the Independence 
Day by the Bangladeshi Community in 
Colorado offered me an opportunity to shrug 
off my laziness and write briefly on our 
economy. It is a great pleasure. I most 
genuinely thank the organizers for bringing 
out this special issue on this auspicious 
occasion. Here is what I plan to do in this 
paper. First, using data from Table 1, I 
discuss performance of Bangladesh economy 
during the past decade. Then I discuss 
certain issues that some Bangladeshis have 
asked me to address. 

Macroeconomic indicators and sources of 
growth: 1991-2001 

I will start with good news – the gross 
domestic product (GDP), which is a measure of 
national income, has grown by almost 72% 
between 1991 and 2001. So has our population! 
The growth rate of the GDP, however, exceeded 
the growth rate of population, which has 
increased by almost 30%. This data indicates that 
there has been a gradual increase in GDP per 
capita, which is approximately 30% over this 10-
year period. Well, does that mean the purchasing 
power of an average citizen of Bangladesh has 
also risen? To find an answer we need to look at 
the inflation rates (an index to measure change in 
the price level of commonly consumed goods 
and services). The price level in 2000/01 
measured as a percentage of that in 1991/92 rose 
by almost 54%. That means a certain commodity 
that would cost me $1 in 1990/91, would cost me 
roughly $1.54 in 2000/01 and I would need to 
earn at least 54% more than what I used to in 
1991/92 to keep my buying power constant. 
Well, here also we have good news because 
growth rate of per capita income far exceeds 
inflation rate meaning that real income in 
Bangladesh rose between 1991 and 2001. The 
average inflation rate during this period was 
about 5%, which is high but still much favorable 
than those in many other developing and 
emerging economies (like Russia, Brazil or 
Argentina). The reason for a high inflation rates 
in developing countries is straightforward. The 
governments in these countries have a very 
narrow tax base (because a large part of the 
economy is from informal sector which is 
beyond monitoring). Also, governments in these 
countries cannot restrain their expenditures. As a 
result, these governments resort to printing more 
money, which eventually leads to inflation.  
Anyway, lets get back to the GDP growth 
question. Where did this growth in real income 
come from? In general, it came from an increase 
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in productive capacity – that is, from an 
increase in the amount and efficiency of 
physical capital (plants and equipments) and 
human capital (an increase in education). 
Table 1 shows that both import and export 
grew during this period. However export 
grew relatively faster than import although 
the absolute value of trade deficit was at its 
highest level in 1995/96. Export contributes 
positively to GDP in two ways. Therefore, it 
is no surprise that GDP received much 
needed help from increased export – directly 
because the export figure directly enter the 
calculation of GDP and indirectly because 
export generated employment which 
subsequently resulted in increased demand 
for the production of various domestic 
goods. Then one may ask: how did import 
help us? That was because a big chunk of 
import was spent in acquiring capital goods 
and raw materials, as seen from Table 1. 

 
 

Table 1: Bangladesh Economy at a Glance – 
1990-2001 

 
 

 

Item 1991/92 1995/96 2000/01* 

1 July-Jan and July-Apr. * Projected. 
Primary Source: Various tables of the report titled, 
“Performance of Bangladesh Economy, 1991-2001,” 
published by General Economic Division, Planning 
Commission, Government of the Peoples Republic of 
Bangladesh, 2001 
Export-driven economy 

Focusing exclusively on export sector, 
we see that export volume of readymade 
garments went sky-high from $1.2 billion in 
1991/92 to $4.5 billion in 2002/01. This 
meteoric expansion of garments sector indicates 
that Bangladesh has morphed from a multi-good 
exporting economy into single-good exporting 
economy by the end of the past millennium. Not 
only did we rely too much on one sector, we 
also relied on one single buyer – the US. The US 
is the largest export partner of Bangladesh, 
accounting for almost one third of the total 
export. That is both a good news and bad news. 
On the one hand, such a concentration facilitated 
an opportunity to make the best use of our 
competitive advantage. Bangladesh was able to 
enjoy economies of scale (i.e., the more you 
produce the less it costs on average) and compete 
successfully in the world market. On the other 
hand, such a concentration made us susceptible 
to losses resulting from a single negative shock. 
That is exactly what happened after “911” 
terrorist attacks on the US soil. According to a 

Item 1991/92 1995/96 2000/01* 

Pop (million) 107 122 138 

GDP (at current prices 
million US$) 29615 40726 51012 

GDP/capita (Taka) 10650 13620 19630 

GDP/capita (US$) 279 333 367 

GDP Growth Rate 5.04 4.62 6.04 

Inflation Rate (% 
relative to 1991/92) - 23.00 54.00 

Sectoral Composition of GDP (%): 

Agriculture 28.70 25.68 25.32 

Industry 21.55 24.87 26.34 

Services 49.74 49.45 48.34 

Foreign Trade:    

Import (in million US$) 3526.00 6947.00 5447.001 

Import/GDP (%) 11.22 16.90 18.00 

Export (in million US$) 1994.00 3884.00 5281.001 

Export/GDP (%) 6.37 9.55 13.08 

Trade deficit (in million 
US$) 

-
1532.00 -3063.00 

-
1188.00* 

Import (as % of total import): 

Capital Goods 36.5 27.6 25.0 

Textile & Textile 
Articles 14.5 15.0 14.8 

Iron & Steel 2.9 4.7 4.6 

Export (as % of total export): 

Raw Jute & Jute Goods 19.4 10.8 5.5 

Tea 1.6 0.8 0.4 

Leather 7.2 5.5 3.7 

Frozen Shrimp 6.6 8.1 5.7 

Readymade Garments 
and Hosiery 59.3 65.6 85.4 
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recent International Monetary Fund report, 
Bangladesh failed to achieve its target of  
$1,833 million by $560million, which is a 
deficit of almost 31% (The Daily Inquilab, 
February 12, 2002). As a result of such a 
disaster, almost 500,000 poor garments 
workers lost their jobs – a massive loss in the 
current fiscal year that still awaits 
quantification.  

Just a small note on what is new on 
the export horizon for Bangladesh – in the 
near future we may see Bangladesh 
exporting gas-generated electricity to India. 
Currently, India has an electricity shortage of 
100,000-mega watt. Bangladesh can 
concurrently earn valuable foreign currency 
and generate employment within the country 
(The Daily Ittefaq, Internet edition, March 
15, 2002). 
A few questions from Bangladeshis in 
Denver 

I have selected only three questions 
that can be answered briefly. Most of the 
other issues were already addressed.  
Income disparity, poverty, and education 

Although Table 1 provides an 
optimistic picture, all is not that well. There 
is more than one area we still need to sweat 
on to improve the condition of the majority 
of Bangladesh. These areas include, but are 
not limited to, income disparity, poverty, and 
education. While making an attempt to 
answer these issues, in order to maintain 
brevity I will only use a few figures from 
Table 2. I will also not belabor on the 
definition of terms used in the table. It is 
clear from Table 2 that Bangladesh ranks 
fairly low in human development index 
(HDI). While the average income is rising 
(as seen from Table 1), the income disparity 
is still mind-boggling – almost 26.4 % (2nd 
highest among SAARC countries) of our 
population is not expected to survive up to 
age of 40. The overall education picture is 
quite grim too – more than half the children 
population (53% - highest among SAARC 
countries) will never reach grade 5. I have 
not presented any data on child labor in 
Bangladesh. However, this figure can be 
used as a proxy to draw a broad picture of 
child labor in Bangladesh. If you focus on 

the last four columns of Table 2, you can easily 
see the ugly face of income disparity in 
Bangladesh and other SAARC countries. 

It appears that poverty and illiteracy are 
intertwined in a strange way. A viscous feedback 
loop exists between them. How to alleviate 
poverty? In a nutshell, we need a multi-pronged 
attack on poverty – something that increases 
education as well as enhances job opportunity 
and access to credit for the poor. Various NGOs 
like Grameen Bank, BRAC have been working 
toward this objective. For more information, 
readers may visit websites of these NGOs. You 
may also visit the World Bank site to know more 
about their project titled, “Post-Literacy and 
Continuing Education for Human Development 
Project.” They have aimed at achieving 84% 
adult literacy by the end of 2002. 
Foreign Direct Investment 

The total amount of investment between 
1990 and 2000 in our economy is approximately 
US$19 billion.  Almost 59% of this amount 
($11.3 billion) comes from foreign direct 
investment (FDI). Not surprisingly, the US is the 
largest investing country in Bangladesh, 
accounting for 30% for FDI, followed by the 
UK, which invested about $1.1 billion. Half of 
the total FDI went to service sector, which 
includes energy sector, foreign banks, financial 
institutions, insurance companies, consultancy 
companies etc. The next sector that enjoys 
substantial amount of FDI is the chemical 
industry sector. It seems quite surprising that the 
garments sector, the largest sector in Bangladesh, 
has thrived without any help from FDI. This is 
indicative of certain sector-specific risks that are 
observed in small or medium scale industries in 
Bangladesh. It is noteworthy that the amount of 
FDI has shrunk in recent years. For example, 
FDI in 1997-98 was $321 million compared to 
$158 million in 2000-2001 (The Daily Ittefaq 
Internet edition, February 202). 
SAARC Free Trade Zone 

SAARC Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry (SCCI) first floated the idea for a free 
trade zone (FTZ) among SAARC countries in 
Lahore in April 2001. This FTZ is just a form of 
preferential trade cooperation among 
neighboring countries. The primary motive 
behind the formation of a SAARC FTZ is to 
incorporate stability, and is based on the theory 
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that a FTZ can make each SAARC member 
economically better off. The performance of 
SAARC has, however, been dissatisfactory for 
political reasons. SAARC wanted to follow the 
experience of European Union (EU) and draw 
inspiration from the fact that the situation in 
SAARC is not much different than that in post 
world war Europe. Assuming SAARC 
countries can remove the stumbling blocks and 
build confidence, what would this FTZ look 
like? Once realized, the FTZ will have 
uniformly lower tariff barriers for the 
members. Such removal of tariff barriers is 
likely to promote enhanced movement of 
goods and services for these poor economies 
and eventually promote relatively free 
movement of capital and other factors of 
production among SAARC members. The 
critical question is: how will the formation of 
such an FTZ benefit the members? Since I 
don’t have any empirical data to back my 
answer, I will answer it analytically.  

An FTZ represents movement toward 
free trade. However, such a partial movement 
to free trade can be welfare worsening, if it 
does not correct pre-existing inefficiencies in 
an economy (like domestic labor tax or 
imperfect capital market, or consumption 
subsidy or tax for certain goods). Also, 

whether Bangladesh will benefit from SAARC 
FTZ will depend on the amount of trade diversion 
(in which imports from non-member countries are 
replaced with imports from members) and trade 
creation (in which import from member countries 
replace inefficient domestic production). The cost-
benefit analysis of such issues can get quite 
technical and thus is skipped here. The bottom line 
is, Bangladesh can gain from SAARC FTZ in more 
than one way. First, domestic firms can enjoy 
economies of scale (i.e. lower average costs for 
higher production) because of opening up of 
market. Second, such opening up may benefit the 
consumers because increased competition can weed 
out inefficient domestic firms. And third, the 
establishments of a FTZ may provide more 
certainty to local firms about the permanence of 
tariff reductions and might lead to efficient long-
term adjustment on the part of local firms. 
In conclusion, we should not be too thrilled after 
seeing only a handful of successful people in our 
familiar circles. There exist thousands of deprived 
individuals for each privileged individual we see in 
Dhaka. Nor should we be too pessimistic. Although 
the glass may be half empty, we should recognize 
that the glass is always expanding. That means it is 
holding more water now than before. Bangladesh is 
also growing in possibly the same manner. 

Table 2: Profile of Human Poverty (SAARC Countries) 
Income 

 Survival Education Real GDP per 
capita (PPP $) 

Population in 
poverty (%) 

Country HDI 
Rank 

People not 
expected to 
survive to 

age 40 (as % 
of total 1990 
population) 

Population 
with access to 

health 
services 

(1990-96 %) 

Population 

with access 

to safe 

water 

(1990-96 
%) 

Adult 
Illiterac
y rate 
(1990-
95 %) 

Children 
not 

reaching 
grade 5 

(1990-96 
%) * 

Poorest 
20% 

(1980-
94) 

Richest 
20% 

(1980-
94) 

$1 a day 
(PPP$) 
1989-94 

National 
Poverty 

line 
1989-94 

Sri Lanka 91 7.9 .. 43.0 9.8 8 1,348 5,954 4 22 

Maldives 111 18.0 .. .. 6.8 7 .. .. .. .. 

India 138 19.4 15.0 19.0 48.0 38 527 2,641 53 .. 

Pakistan 139 22.6 45.0 26.0 62.2 52 907 4,288 12 34 

Bangladesh 144 26.4 55.0 3.0 61.9 53 606 2,445 29 48 

Nepal 154 19.9 .. 37.0 72.5 48 455 1,975 53 .. 

Bhutan 155 33.2 35.0 42.0 57.8 18 .. .. .. .. 

ource: http://www.undp.org.in/Reports/HDR97/HDRFACE.HTM 
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It is Happening 
Mohammad Saif Islam, Parker, Colorado 

 
This is the year, 1971. For all people December 
16th marked the Victory Day of Bangladesh. It is 
the day when the “nine month” war against 
Pakistan ended with the surrender of the 
Pakistani Army. Victory had been achieved, 
celebrations ongoing. The ravaged country had 
just been liberated and the scars left by Pakistan 
would take time to heal.  

Most countries take time to heal from 
the war of Independence. The case of 
Bangladesh was no different. It faced a famine 
in 1974, followed by the bloody coup in 1975, 
the assassination of another president in 1981, 
and extreme corruption that has spread to all 
levels.   

The downfall of most Republic or 
Empire has been PRIDE. Not so for the 
Bangladeshis. Our enemy has been EMOTION, 
illiteracy and total abstinence of social and 
moral values. However, the country survives on. 
To my wife, it is a miracle that our country still 
displays a GDP growth of more than zero 
percent.  
What is wrong with our country? It’s a bad 
and an irrelevant question. It is a question, 
the answer to which is a waste of time. 
Hounded by most people in most social 
gatherings the answer is infinite. I guess for 
me the constructive way to look at our 
country’s situation is to ask, what is right 
with our country? The answer is again one 
word: Emotion. We are very emotional 
people. We are willing to sacrifice anything 
for the well being of our family. All of us 
want peace and happiness, but it is the 
definition of happiness that differentiates 
each and every class of Bangladeshis. The 
lower class, just wants to survive, the 
middle just wants to attain the basic needs, 
while the people of the higher class are busy 
maintaining the wealth in their account. 

The fact is that most of us cannot help 
our country because of our economic 
conditions. We do not have anyone to fallback 
on, if we loose our jobs or our health. Most of 
us are dedicated in maintaining our homes, our 
parents and our children. To many of us, the 
above is a lost cause for our country, which 
cannot be attained by an individual effort.  

I totally disagree. The stability of our 
country can be attained. However, what we have 
to sacrifice is bigger than our mere effort and 
talks about our country. We need to involve our 
children and our family. We over here, away 
from home, have to educate our children about 
the history and culture of our country. Our 
children will have their own dreams to fulfill, 
but if a child in this country grows up with the 
aim to improve the condition of Bangladesh, 
that will be an achievement.  We can be their 
pillars of support so that they can fall back on us 
when in need. Or they could be our pillars of 
support if we need some ray of hope to help in 
this cause.  
It will need time but more than that it will need 
EFFORT and coordination. The people of 
Bangladesh need to realize the importance of 
moral and social values. There will be a LOT of 
Opposition. But we have to succeed in all 
departments of life, especially in the economic 
sector.  
This is the year 2002. For some, the war is still 
going on. Today the enemies are not the 
Pakistanis, nor the Indians, or anybody else. The 
enemies are among us, they are Bangladeshis, 
they live in our country, they socialize with us 
and some of them could be our friends. 
However, the agenda remains the same – 
Independence from all sorts of inhuman acts. 
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A Study of Affordable Urban Housing in Bangladesh 
Mrs. Nasima Matin, Denver, Colorado 

 
 Bangladesh* is one of the most densely 
populated countries in South Asia. It has a 
population currently exceeding 130 million in a 
relatively small area of 55,598 square miles. It 
goes without saying that the country is facing an 
immense problem in housing its rapidly 
increasing population. It is a problem that is 
more acute in urban areas because a large 
number of people migrate from the rural to the 
urban areas every year in an attempt to improve 
their socio-economic condition. They perceive 
the city life as being an opportunity for them to 
earn more income, gain access to more facilities 
of the so-called urban society and even survive 
from the dire consequences of natural disasters. 
Dhaka, being the capital of Bangladesh, naturally 
provides a greater opportunity and, therefore, 
attracts a large number of people from all over 
the country. As a result, its population is 
increasing at an alarming rate creating a serious 
concern for the involved authorities. A study in 
1981 showed that about 56% of the total 
population of the capital city, are migrants 
coming from different parts of Bangladesh. In 
1991, the housing shortage was estimated to be 
about 3.10 million units – 2.15 million being in 
rural areas and the rest 0.95 million units in the 
urban areas. By the start of this century, the 
housing shortage is supposed to exceed 5 million 
units. Unfortunately, government measures in 
this respect are very slow and quite insufficient, 
and the facilities available are far from being 
adequate. 
 In recent years, however, the ever-
increasing pressure of population and limited 
land supply, have accelerated the growing 
demand for privately supplied flats in 
Bangladesh. In urban areas, the pattern of tenure 
is changing rapidly. According to the Housing 

                                                 
* The research was conducted by the author and submitted 
in June 1999 as a part of her thesis for the Master of 
Philosophy  (M. Phil) degree in England, UK. 
 

Sector Institutional Strengthening Project in 
1993, out of a total of 3.3 million dwellings, 60% 
were owner occupied (1.98 million dwellings) 
and the rest 40% (1.32 million) were rented. In 
Dhaka, however, the tenure pattern is quite 
different than other cities in Bangladesh. The 
same project estimated that 70% of the total 
housing stocks in Dhaka are rented indicating 
that the percentage of renters outnumbers the 
percentage of owners by a big margin. 
Traditionally, the government had been the main 
supplier of ready-made flats in the city for the 
state and semi-government employees. At the 
same time, there are Sites and Services schemes 
run by the Housing and Settlement Development 
(HSD) in urban areas for higher, middle and low-
income groups, but these developed plots are 
very limited in number. As a consequence, the 
government has recently turned its attention to 
the private developers and gave them more 
opportunities by enacting the National Housing 
Policy in 1993. The policy allowed for easier 
processes for ownership, registration and transfer 
of plots that conform to non-exploitative 
practices in the private sectors. The policy also 
protected the interests of the consumers against 
dishonest and fraudulent practices of developers, 
allowed increased supply of developed lands for 
low and middle income groups, made the 
National Housing Authority an autonomous 
organization, and modified the tax structure to 
reduce the cost of purchase and transfer of lands. 
The new policy thus brought forth a new trend in 
private housing and introduced the concept of 
community living in Bangladesh. Private 
Housing Estate developers, owned by an 
individual or a group, started buying large plots 
of land, erecting multi-storied buildings with 
self-contained flats and selling them to 
individuals. Today, people have accepted this 
concept of community living and are buying 
high-rise flats, which was quite unheard of just 
about a decade ago. Needless to say that the 
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construction of high-rise flats in the over-
populated urban areas goes to a great extent is 
solving the problem of scarcity of land. 
 Although the concept of urban 
community living by erecting high-rise flats, 
sounds like a brilliant idea, the question that 
arises in everybody’s mind, does it really serve 
the purpose for the majority of the city dwellers 
– the middle and the low income groups. 
Obviously, the target groups for the policy 
makers in Bangladesh should be to provide 
housing for the lower to middle income groups 
whose income levels fall within the range of 
salaries provided by the government for its 
gazetted employees. At present, there is no 
specific government policy, which would restrict 
the type, quality and locality of the high-rise 
flats. Although the freedom for the private 
investors resulted in a tremendous increase in the 
non-government business and service sector of 
the city, it allowed the private developers to 
build multi-storied apartments in high cost areas, 
making it completely out of reach for the 
targeted middle-income groups.  Putting simply, 
larger and better quality flats sell more easily and 
with a quicker turnaround, while the smaller flats 
remain unsold for a longer period of time, 
because the price does not match the existing 
market demand. Furthermore, the high cost of 
the land makes low cost housing quite 
uneconomic. Concentrating only on Dhaka, the 
total land supply appropriate for building high-
rise flat is limited because of the peculiar 
geography of the city. The city is situated on a 
tract of tongue shaped Pleistocene upland that 
abruptly rises from the recent flood plain 
beneath. The expanse of the east and west upland 
is not very long, and the southern land is also 
limited because of the river Buriganga. The land 
is predominantly available only in the north. This 
has created a tremendous pressure of developing 
housing communities in the central area of the 
city. On the other hand, more than one third of 
the feasible land is held by the public and semi-
public agencies. At the same time, the emergence 
of a group of newly rich people, the flow of 

foreign aid money through international agencies 
and black money have contributed considerably 
to the inflammatory and speculative land price 
situation. All these factors contributed 
considerably to the recent price hike of lands in 
Dhaka that has grown up to 60 to 90% per year. 
 Analysis of a set of sample data 
collected by the author indicates that only 12.4% 
of flat owners are from the middle income group 
while 15.7% of the households are rented to 
mostly middle-middle and upper-middle income 
families. In general, the flat price to household 
income ratio for this group is approximately 
125:1 making it quite impossible for them to 
purchase the flats with their income alone. The 
study shows that about 15.7% of the households 
are very keen to buy apartments in installments, 
but could not do so due to the lack of available 
credits. Purchasing a flat normally requires an 
initial deposit in the range of Tk. 50,000 to 
500,000 before the start of the construction and 
the rest of the money is due all at once or in 
installment before the completion or handing it 
over. About 8% of the households pay in full, 
22.67% pay in installments with mortgage and 
69.33% pay in installments without mortgage. 
The study also suggests that the location of flats 
is very much related to the income groups’ 
affordability. Among the people willing but do 
not own apartments, 21.82% are due to the lack 
of affordable dwellings, 29.09% are due to the 
lack of access to loans and the rest are related to 
lack of affordability, such as mode of payment or 
the repayment of the loans. On the other hand, 
among the flat owners, only 6.66% of the 
middle-income groups obtained loans for their 
purchase, while 18.67% of the upper-income 
groups purchased apartment through loans. 
 It is quite apparent that the different loan 
programs have not achieved their task of 
increasing flat purchases among the general 
mass. One of the main reasons for this failure 
was found to be the structural deficiencies in 
policies, mainly amount needed, loan targeting 
and restriction on requirements. Loans are 
available from House Building Finance 
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Corporation (HBFC) and some selected banks. 
However, the HBFC does not grant loans to 
individuals for the purchase of flat, unless the 
property is already under mortgage to the 
Corporation. On the other hand, the developer 
can apply for a multi-story loan from the HBFC, 
but the process of transferring the loan to the 
individual owner is quite complicated making it 
virtually impossible to do so. Loans from the 
Commercial Banks for housing finances are 
available to a limited degree to their depositors. 
However, the amount that can be borrowed from 
the bank is less than 30 percent of the flat prices 
and in most cases only a few of the upper-middle 
classes have access to credit. As an example, 
Uttara Bank has been operating housing loans to 
flat buyers from the real estate company, Eastern 
Housing Limited. The maximum amount of loan 
available by the bank is Tk. 400,000 at an 
interest rate of 15% and is payable within 15 
years with one year grace period. 
 The above analysis leads one to believe 
that the number of apartment owners among the 
middle-income group of people is quite low, 
primarily due to the lack of affordable flats and 
the lack of access to credits. As a result, the 
upper income households predominate, leading 
to a considerable disparity in the ratio (1:0.17) of 
flat ownership between the upper-income and the 
middle-income classes. In spite of the 
governments’ effort to make housing accessible 
to all strata of society and to accelerate housing 
production in urban and rural areas on low and 
middle-income groups, the private developers 
failed to take account of this mandate and indeed 
have actually exaggerated the situation. At the 
same time, very few attempts have been made to 
look beyond the housing cost and income 
analyses for the target group. In the public 
sector, housing areas for developed land by 
Rajdhani Unnayan Kartipakha (RAJUK) are very 
limited compared to the increasing demands in 
Dhaka. RAJUK developed land areas in Banani, 
Gulshan, Uttara and Baridhara, where the plots 
are allocated mainly to the upper-middle and 
higher income groups. The Uttara Model Town 

was primarily designed for the middle-income 
group, but in reality I has become an upper-
income group housing development. Genuine 
middle-income groups have been effectively 
priced out of the area. 
 In order to improve the socio-economic 
structure of our society, attempts must be made 
to raise the percentage of middle and low-income 
households in the urban areas. As pointed out 
earlier, financing is a major concern and at 
present there is no policy of providing finances 
for direct flat purchases. Both the House building 
Finance Corporation (HBFC) and the 
commercial banks can improve this situation by 
providing greater access to the middle-income 
groups, and introducing longer term loans with 
easy payment plans. At the same time, the 
government can create Home Loan Bank 
Systems, directed at flat purchase and providing 
easier credit access to the target group. Yet 
another option would be to introduce the “rents 
to mortgage” scheme, which would allow the 
tenants to turn their rent payments into mortgage. 
This scheme would be more affordable to 
middle-income groups and highly attractive to 
those buyers who cannot afford a loan. 
 From a policy point of view, the 
government should create new land rules to 
identify and develop affordable land and supply 
sites and serviced plots to developers for 
building multi-storied buildings. Since low-rise 
walk up multistoried flats are cheaper than high-
rise flats because of the low cost of design, 
construction and providing functional utilities, 
the Housing and Settlement Directorates and the 
private sectors should be encouraged to build 
these units. It is also necessary to build multi-
storied buildings in areas where the price of the 
land is comparatively cheaper, so that the 
ultimate price of the flats could be less than 
others built in expensive residential areas. The 
quality of the flats is also a major concern among 
the middle-income groups in their decision to 
acquire a flat. Owning to the lack of policies for 
money back guarantees, or ensuring appropriate 
match between promised quality and that of the 
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delivered units, the middle-income groups are 
hesitant to get into a contract with the 
developers. Time of delivery of the units also 
play an important role for the middle-income 
families to purchase apartments. It is often 
observed that the actual handover time takes two 

to four years more than the promised one causing 
waste of funds and spending on alternative 
accommodation. The government, therefore, 
must take appropriate initiatives to improve the 
confidence of the middle-income group in their 
pursuance for becoming household owners.

 
 

 

 

The Nation Is In Spirit 

Sarfaraz Khan, Denver, Colorado 
 

Virtues never abrogate by dread 

As they tried to diminish our rights. 

At past that has been forced to us, 

But the right strokes always through the God’s will. 

With His all sinew, we passed the inconformity. 

 

Meaningful years ran away, still we are waiting 

For an eventful stupefaction? 

Questions pound through the sixth sense, 

Surely we are waiting for the genie or contemplating 

For the bottle to drop. 

 

God esteems us with wisdom and cognizance! 

Show us the path of pundits! 
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Feasible Policy Choices to Attack Motorized Air Pollution: A Case Study of Dhaka 
Anwar Hossain, Denver, Colorado 

 

Air pollution at Dhaka is so high that choking 
smells and irritation of eyes will shake you up at 
your immediate return to Dhaka after staying 
abroad for a while. A study done by the World 
Bank revealed that Dhaka encounters 3,580 
premature deaths. The economic loss associated 
with these health problems could range from a 
low estimate of US$ 60 million to a high 
estimate of US$ 270 million, equivalent to 1.7% 
to 7.5% of the city's economy. It is not only the 
health cost that is going to be enormous and 
burdensome on the national exchequer, but the 
loss of potential working ability of the people 
due to poor health conditions. 
 

There are two broad sources of motorized air 
pollution at Dhaka: i) air pollution originating 
from congestion causing high emission ii) high 
level of emission due to very low level of 
technology used in the transport industry. High 
number of aged vehicles, absence of catalytic 
converters with low lead gasoline, impure diesel 
with high sulfur, inaccurate forecast of air 
pollution and overall inefficient traffic 
management, two-stroke engine vehicles (TSEV) 
are the some dominating factors of Dhaka’s air 
pollution. The heterogeneous flow of traffic 
inadequate infrastructure to meet the ever-
growing demand for public transportation, 
unplanned urbanization, lack of coordination are 
some major contributing factors to Dhaka’s 
horrifying congestion that reinforce the air 
pollution by higher emission. 
 

Congestion and air pollution are inter-twined 
problem and therefore both have to be addressed 
simultaneously. Resource constraint is the major 
impediment for selecting feasible policy options 
for Bangladesh. There is ample room for 
improvement of traffic management by ensuring 
enforcement and developing personnel skill. 
Developing accountability in the traffic 
management personnel will improve the 
congestion problem significantly. Law 

enforcement is critical in this regard. Therefore, 
we suggest reforms in administrative and 
judiciary system as short and medium term 
policy objective.  
A well-coordinated information system about 
traffic situation and ensuring flows of 
information through media is an important 
initiative in the medium term. Organized urban 
planning and coordination among the 
development agencies will help in reducing 
migration problem and will encourage 
emigration in the other cities. The planning 
should be started as a medium term goal and it 
will encompass long-term objective. Investing in 
the distribution of CNG as alternative to gasoline 
would definitely pay off to Bangladesh and 
government has to encourage private 
participation in this area.  
 

Technology improvement for two-stroke engines 
and development of infrastructure like building 
highways, HOVs (High Occupancy Vehicles) 
lanes, developing modality by introducing 
feasible urban light weight train or monorail- are 
the major steps in the long term. These initiatives 
require huge investment for which long term 
financing from both private and international 
development agencies could be sought. Adequate 
legislation and protection of private investment 
can encourage private sector investment in 
building highways under Build Operate and 
Transfer (BOT) mode. BOT mode has been 
found successful in implementing infrastructure 
program in many countries. 
 

Only formulation of good policies and strategies 
cannot ensure improvement of air pollution 
problem. Public participation in policy 
formulation will make easier to implement. 
Therefore, more active role of NGOs and 
professional groups in identifying problems and 
building consensus among citizens are 
demanded, which is a precondition to revise 
priority lists of the political agenda.
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Independence of Bangladesh 
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Before Bangladesh got its independence, it was 

part of Pakistan. Pakistan had all the 

communication and the government in West 

Pakistan and had nothing in the East. They even 

went as far as to ban East Pakistan from 

speaking their own language. It was very 

frustrating for the east. East Pakistan decided 

that they would be better off being independent. 

West Pakistan heard this and knew they had to 

do something. Then on March 25th 1971, an 

unexpected attack had occurred in Dhaka. 

Thousands of people died that night, but the 

spirit of Bangladesh lived on. Bangladesh 

declared their independence the next day. 

 With the help of the country’s founder 

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, the people of 

Bangladesh fought through the nine-month war. 

Hundreds of people left to safer places in India. 

The war went on until all the hard work and lives 

lost had paid off. On December 16th 1971, 

Bangladesh had survived the bitter war and won 

over Pakistan. Since Sheikh Mujibur Rahman 

had done such a good job, he became a respected 

Prime Minister after the war. His first order was 

to rebuild the country.  

Bangladesh was the first country to fight 

for a language. No country had ever done that 

before. February 21st is known all over the world 

as National Mother Language Day. Bangladesh 

is a pretty remarkable country�
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We As The Descendents of Bangladeshis Should Know… 
Nafisa Matin, 8th Grade, Denver, Colorado 

 
The war of 1971 in Bangladesh was the 

most terrifying and gruesome war in its history. 
Thirty one years ago, the people of Bangladesh 
fought for their independence. With inspiration 
from their leader Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, the 
people of the country started fighting for their 
freedom immediately after the declaration of its 
independence on March 26th, 1971. But the 
Pakistani government was unwilling to let 
Bangladesh become it’s own nation. The 
struggle continued for nine more months until 
December 16th, 1971 when India helped 
Bangladesh overcome the Pakistani government. 
That day is known as the Victory Day. A 
complete history is needed for the present 
generation of Bangladeshis to fully realize what 
was happening at that time.  

In 1947, when the British left India, 
Pakistan and India emerged. Pakistan had two 
parts, West Pakistan-now known as Pakistan and 
East Pakistan-now known as Bangladesh. The 
people of East Pakistan wanted to be an 
independent nation although the government of 
Pakistan refused to let that happen. Many fights 
were fought trying to achieve the goal of the East 
Pakistanis. There was the language movement 
that saw quite a few students gave up their lives 
on February 21st, 1952 to make Bangla as one of 
the official languages of Pakistan.  

In early 1969, Pakistan’s president, 
Ayub Khan resigned and the first election in 22 
years was held in Pakistan on December 7th, 
1970. The East Pakistan-based party, the Awami 
League, of which Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was 
the leader, won a majority by getting 167 out of 
313 seats in the National Assembly and 298 out 
of 310 seats in the East Pakistan Assembly. The 
people of East Pakistan were hopeful that the 
government would now have an equal 
representation and that their voices would be 

heard. That did not happen. The new military 
ruler, Yahya Khan, postponed the meeting of the 
National Assembly on March 1st, 1971. The 
people in East Pakistan were enraged. That same 
day, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman gave a speech 
saying that the people in Dhaka should go on 
strike the next day and on a province-wide strike 
on March 3rd to show their rage. The government 
made curfews trying to prevent the strikes but 
people marched through out the streets anyway. 
The police opened fire into the crowds killing 9 
people. That day, Yahya Khan asked all of the 
parties in East Pakistan to meet with him since 
he was trying to prevent the strike. Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman replied by saying that he would 
not meet the other party’s interests and the strike 
went on. On March 6th, Yahya Khan said that the 
National Assembly meeting would be held on 
March 25th.  
 On the afternoon of March 7th, Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman gave a historic speech at the 
Ramna Race Course grounds. Almost 1 million 
Bangladeshis attended the speech. Everyone 
hoped that Sheikh Mujibur Rahman would 
declare independence that day but Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman stopped short of declaring 
independence, because he was told that if he 
made such a declaration, the police would open 
fire into the crowds. He, however, did make 
many references. He also called for civil non-
cooperation and as a result, offices were closed 
for most of March, and the province's civil 
administration collapsed. Incidentally, the live 
broadcast of the speech was also initially 
cancelled by the government, but was later aired 
when many people protested the cancellation. A 
few days later Sheikh Mujibur Rahman warned 
the United Nations that there would be a huge 
genocide and that many innocent people of 
Bangladesh would die.  
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 Later that month, Yahya Khan came to 
East Pakistan to try to solve the problem but he 
and Sheikh Mujibur Rahman could not come to 
an agreement. On March 25th, Yahya Khan left 
the province secretly, leaving behind orders for 
the Army to unleash an unprecedented attack on 
the people of Bangladesh in a ruthless effort to 
suppress their move for independence. In the 
early hours of March 26th, the world watched in 
horror as the genocide that Sheikh Mujibur 
Rahman had earlier warned against began. 
Hundreds and hundreds of Men, women and 
children were killed no matter who they were. 
Many citizens fled in terror across the Indian 
border, to seek safety there, and India became 
highly involved in the war. That same day, 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was arrested by the 
army and put in jail for being a traitor to 
Pakistan.  

On the March 26th, Major Ziaur Rahman 
read the declaration of independence on the 
makeshift Shwadhin Bangla Radio Station. The 
declaration, as translated, is:  

“The Government of the Sovereign State of 
Bangladesh on behalf of our Great Leader 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, We hereby 
proclaim the independence of Bangladesh, 
and that the Government headed by Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman has already been formed. It 
is further proclaimed that Sheikh Mujibur 
Rahman is the sole leader and the elected 
representatives of Seventy five million People 
of Bangladesh and the Government headed 
by him is only legitimate Government of the 
people of the Independent Sovereign state of 
Bangladesh, which is legally and 
constitutionally formed, and is worthy of 
being recognized by all the governments of 
the world. I therefore, appeal on behalf of our 
Great Leader Sheikh Mujibur Rahman to the 
Governments of all the democratic countries 
of the world, especially the Big Powers and 

the neighboring countries to recognize the 
legal government of Bangladesh and take 
effective steps to stop immediately the awful 
genocide that has been carried on by the army 
of occupation from Pakistan. The guiding 
principle of a new state will be first 
neutrality, second peace and third friendship 
to all and enmity to none. May Allah help us. 
Joy Bangla.”  

 For nine more months, the people of 
Bangladesh suffered from the aggression of the 
Pakistani government, which was still unwilling 
to let “East Pakistan” become Bangladesh. Many 
neighboring countries helped Bangladesh in the 
“fight for freedom”.  

The struggle for liberation is something 
many people, whether they live in Bangladesh, 
Canada, the U.S. or anywhere else in the world, 
will never forget. It became an integral part of 
our heritage.  We as the descendents of the 
“freedom fighters” should honor and recognize 
everything that was achieved by them especially 
our language, culture and traditions. The 
sacrifices of the “freedom fighters” will not go in 
vain if we, as the descendents of Bangladesh, 
living all over the world represent Bangladesh as 
ambassadors of the country.  
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Bangladesh: Its Independence and More 

Shamsi Ahmed, 7th Grade Student, Aurora, Colorado 
 

The independence of Bangladesh! What was it 

like? What kind of things happened during the 

independence? What were the results? When did 

it happen? These are the questions that come to 

the mind of young people when they are told 

about the independence of Bangladesh. Actually, 

Bangladesh has a very interesting past. Yet, 

many people in this country have not even heard 

of Bangladesh. Why? Because, it is quite new 

and very small. It isn’t even two centimeters on a 

World map. People can barely even see it on an 

atlas. Well, I’ll just save you some time and 

energy and tell you where it is. It is in Southeast 

Asia, directly beside India.  

Before 1947, Bangladesh, India and Pakistan 

were all together as a single colony of the British 

Empire. Following the independence and 

partition of India in 1947, the area of Bangladesh 

became a province of Pakistan, initially known 

as East Bengal, and then, from 1955, as East 

Pakistan. The people of East Pakistan declared 

their independence as the nation of Bangladesh 

on March 26, 1971 and fought a savage war 

against the central Pakistani government. The 

final separation from Pakistan, however, took 

place on December 16, 1971 at the end of the 

third Indo-Pakistan War. Bangladesh was 

admitted to the United Nations in 1974.  

The country’s initial government was formed in 

January 1972 under the leadership of Sheikh 

Mujibur Rahman, known as Mujib, who became 

the prime minister. In the first years of 

independence, Bangladesh received considerable 

aid from abroad, and Mujib nationalized major 

industries. He had little success though, in 

improving the condition of the people of the 

country. In early 1975 Mujib became president 

under a remodeled constitution that granted him 

dictatorial power. However, he was unable to 

stabilize the political situation and was killed in a 

military coup on August 15, 1975. The nation 

made moderate economic progress between 1980 

and 1981. In 1981 Ziaur Rahman, the President 

at that time, was killed by the army and later in 

1982 General Ershad took charge as the Chief 

Martial Law Administrator. A proposal by 

Ershad to require all schools to teach Arabic and 

the Quran sparked vigorous protests and 

demonstrations in February 1983. In December 

Ershad assumed the presidency. He lifted martial 

law and reinstated the constitution. Ershad 

resigned in December 1990, and was convicted 

and imprisoned on charges of corruption and 

illegal weapons possession. By 1993 the 

Bangladeshi economy was recovering, despite 

continuing problems with flooding and other 

crisis. In May 1994 opposition parties began a 

series of boycotts from the parliament, amid a 

deepening political feud between Prime Minister 

Khaleda Zia and the opposition Awami League 

leader, Sheikh Hasina Wazed. President Abdur 

Rahman Biswas formally dissolved parliament in 

November to make room for a general election, 
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but opposing parties refused to participate 

without the appointment of an impartial 

caretaker government. The general election went 

ahead in February 1996, but the opposition 

boycotted, undermining the landslide victory of 

the ruling Bangladesh Nationalist party. Prime 

Minister Khaleda Zia finally made constitutional 

amendments in March 1996 to have elections 

under a neutral caretaker government and 

tendered her resignation. Since then, elections in 

Bangladesh are being conducted under caretaker 

governments. In the first one under such an 

administration, Sheikh Hasina Wazed and her 

party came to power in June 1996, while 

Khaleda Zia and her party became victorious in 

the next election in October 2001.  

Since Bangladesh’s independence in 1971, the 

country went through a series of turmoil, 

political chaos and corruptions at all levels. 

More importantly, law and order situation 

deteriorated so much that the security of 

personal life is not always guaranteed. There 

had been consistent reports of inhuman tortures 

and murders all across the country. Amnesty 

International in a report said, “for too long 

torture has been accepted as normal behavior 

by governments. Anyone can be tortured and it 

is usually only the politically well connected 

who get any protection. The government 

should take determined action to protect 

everyone—not just a select few”. Custodial 

rape has also been a serious problem in 

Bangladesh since the independence. Victims 

have to rely on the support and resilience of 

their family and influential people in the 

government to seek justice. It is common for 

police not to take action against alleged 

perpetrators on payment of a bribe. In other 

cases, police officers may be involved in 

criminal activities such as trading in drugs. 

Police may also torture for personal 

gratification. All of these continue because 

successive governments allow them to happen. 

We sincerely hope that all these elements of 

lawlessness would be completely eliminated 

from the country so that we can proudly point 

Bangladesh out to everyone not only in the 

World Atlas of Geography but also on the 

Atlas of Dreamlands. 
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Specialty of Bangladesh 
Ridwan Ahmad, 5th Grade Student, Longmont Colorado 

 
 
 Bangladesh is a very young country and 
is different from other countries in many 
different ways. The people of Bangladesh, 
commonly known as Bangladeshis, fought in 
many wars throughout its history to gain their 
independence as a nation, or more importantly to 
establish their independent feelings. In the last 
century, Bangladesh fought against the British 
and Pakistan governments just to become a 
sovereign state. Thus the country has been 
reborn twice, once as Pakistan to establish its 
religious identity and the second time as 
Bangladesh to establish its cultural and ethnic 
identity. Before Pakistan was born, the British 
government had complete control over most of 
the subcontinent. The British Empire also 
included the regions of Bangladesh as a part of 
their territory, and the whole region, including 
Calcutta and its neighboring regions was called 
Bengal. At one point, they divided Bangladesh 
into two parts: East Bengal and West Bengal, but 
later in 1905 combined them again into Bengal. 
The Muslim and Hindu religions in India began 
to press for greater independence from the 
British rule, which afterwards surrendered to 
their demands and went back to their own 
country. Bangladesh still struggles everyday to 
keep its independence alive and running. 

 Bangladesh is located in Southeastern 

Asia and is bordered by India to the west and 

north. On the east side, Bangladesh shares its 

border mostly with India and a little with Burma. 

It is bordered by the Bay of Bengal in the south. 

Most of the lands of Bangladesh are fertile, 

producing supplies of crops. A large group of 

rivers lie in many parts of the country, making it 

a country full of water bodies. The country 

covers 55,598 square miles, an area a little bit 

smaller than Wisconsin. The country’s weather is 

sometimes very rough, with very warm and 

humid conditions coupled with rains and 

cyclones. There are six seasons in a year. During 

the monsoon that blows through each year, it 

brings heavy rain and keeps portion of the 

country under water for quite a while. The winter 

in Bangladesh is quite mild though. 

 The economy of the country is not very 

good although it has a lot of different sectors to 

earn its income. One of them is fishing. Fishing 

is very common in Bangladesh, and fish is a 

major part of the Bangladeshi diet. The generally 

poor fishermen of the country catch more than a 

million fishes every day, even though over-

fishing has decreased the fullness of stocks. The 

fishes are caught in the rivers, lakes and the Bay 

of Bengal. Bangladeshis also provide large 

supplies of shrimp and export them to earn 

foreign exchanges. The country has many inland 

shrimp farms. However, the most important 

economic sector in the country is its agriculture. 

Agriculture provides employment to the 2/3rd of 

the working population. Large farms benefit 

from the use of technology and fertilizers and 

produce a surplus that is sold in the markets. The 

owners of the markets manage the farms and are 

considered to be the elites of the rural society. 

The transportation system in Bangladesh 

is quite unique. Bangladeshis use numerous 
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kinds of transportation, including rickshaws, 

bicycles, motorcycles, auto-rickshaws, private 

cars and buses. Bangladeshis own more 

motorcycles than cars, unlike the United States, 

which owns more cars than motorcycles. 

However, most people use public transportation 

or the slower rickshaws for their commute. 

Bangladesh has a very extensive road system as 

well. Trains are also a popular mode of 

transportation in the country. There are many 

railway lines running through Bangladesh. One 

of the most commonly used kinds of 

transportation is by water. In this country, you 

can travel between towns on boats, launches, 

steamers and ferries that operate along the 

numerous waterways. 

 Bangladesh has a lot of it’s own special 

things. The country has it’s own official 

language. Bengali, the name of the language, is 

the seventh most widely spoken language in the 

world. Bengali developed from the Aryan, or 

Indo-Iranian, branch of the Indo-European 

language family. It is derived from Prakrit 

(Middle Indo-Aryan), which itself was derived 

from Sanskrit. Bengali or Bangla, as the 

Bangladeshis call it, was identified from about 

1000 A.D. A collection of Buddhist texts, found 

in Nepal, are the oldest known written records of 

Bengali. Another of Bangladesh’s special things 

is the Bengali New Year. This special year starts 

on April 14th. Bangladesh also has it’s own 

Independence Day. This event celebrates the day 

when Bangladesh declared its independence 

from Pakistan.  

 Bangladeshi people celebrate many 

dissimilar and special festivals. Probably the 

most special events on the Islamic calendar are 

the Eids, one after the period of fasting and the 

other during Hazz. Bangladesh, like the United 

States, celebrates the days of Christmas too. 

Even though mostly Muslim, Bangladeshis also 

celebrate festivals for Hindus, Buddhists and 

Christians as well, making it a purely secular 

state.
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BANGLADESH – FACTS AND FIGURES 
Compiled by: Faruk Mansur Mir, Denver, Colorado 

 

Official Name: The Peoples’ Republic Of Bangladesh  

Capital:Dhaka (Area 414 sq. km. Master plan 777 sq.km.)  

 
Location: Lat. 20 deg. 34' - 26 deg. 38' north. Long. 88 deg. 01' - 92 deg. 41' east.  
 
Area : 144,000 sq km  
 

Physical Overview: Most of the areas of Bangladesh lies within the broad delta formed 
by the Ganges and Brahmaputra rivers. Lands are exceedingly flat (other than some 
scattered hilly areas in the eastern part of the country), low-lying, and subject to annual 
flooding. Much fertile, alluvial soil is deposited by the floodwaters. 

 
Boundary: Bounded by India from the north, east and west, Myanmar from the south-east 
and the Bay of Bengal from the south.  

Currency: Currency unit is Taka. (100 Poisha = 1 Taka)  

Language: Bangla is the state language. English is widely spoken and understood. 

Literacy:  48.3% male: 70.7% female: 59.2% total (World Bank, 1999 Data) 
 
Universities. There are 11 government universities and approximately 20 private universities 
in Bangladesh.  
 
Population: 127,117,967 (July 1999 est.) Population growth rate: 1.59% (1999 est.)  
 
Birth rate: 25.2 births/1,000 population (1999 est.) Death rate: 8.5 deaths/1,000 population 
(1999 est.) Net migration rate: -0.79 migrant(s)/1,000 population (1999 est.)  
 
Age structure: 0-14 years- 38%, 15-64 years 59%, 65 years and over: 3%  (1999 est.)   
 
Sex ratio:  1.06 male(s)/female  
 
Infant mortality rate: 69.68 deaths/1,000 live births (1999 est.)  
 
Life Expectancy:  55.86 years (male 56.02 years, female 55.69 years) (1996 est.)  
 
Total fertility rate: 3.57 children born/woman (1996 est.)  
 
Religions: Muslim 88.3%, Hindu 10.5%, Christian , Buddhist and others 1.2%  
 
Climate: Tropical; cool, dry winter (October to March); hot, humid summer (March to June); 
cool, rainy monsoon (June to October)  
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Major Cities: Dhaka, Chittagong, Rajshahi, Khulna, Sylhet 
 
Principal Rivers: Padma, Meghna, Jamuna, Brahmaputra, Madhumati, Surma and Kushiara  
 
Principal Crops: Rice, jute, tobacco, tea, sugarcane, vegetables, potato, pulses, etc.  
 
Fruits  : Mango, banana, pineapple, jack-fruit, water-melon, green coconut, guava, etc.  
Major Industries  : Readymade Garments, Jute, sugar, paper, textiles, fertilizers, cement, 
steel, natural gas, oil-refinery, newsprint, power generation. 
 
GDP Per Capita: $350 (1998 est.)   
 
GDP Per Capita (purchasing power parity): $1,380 (1998 est.)  
 
GDP Growth Rate: 4% (1998 est.)  
 
GDP Composition by sector: Agriculture 30%, industry 17% , services 53% (1997)  
 
Population below poverty line: 35.6% (1995-96 est.)  
 
Income Distribution: lowest 10%: 4.1% , highest 10%: 23.7% (1992)  
 
Inflation rate (consumer prices): 7% (1998)  
 
Airports  : Dhaka International Airport, Chittagong Int’l Airport, Sylhet Int’ll Airport  
 
Sea Ports: Chittagong , Mongla  
 
 
PLACES OF INTEREST 
Cox's Bazar: Located to the south of Chittagong, Cox's Bazar is the tourist capital of 
Bangladesh. Having the world's longest unbroken (120 km.) beach sloping gently down to the 
blue waters of the Bay of Bengal against the picturesque background of a chain of hill 
covered with deep green forests, Cox's Bazar is one of the most attractive tourist spots in the 
world.  
 
Sundarbans: Located at about 320km. West of Dhaka. Here in the south, spread over an area 
of about 6000 sq. km. of delta swamps along the coastal belt of Khulna is the biggest 
mangrove forest, Sundarbans (beautiful forest) - the home of the Royal Bengal Tiger.  
 
Paharpur: In Paharpur, a small village 5 km. west of Jamalganj railway station in the greater 
Rajshahi district, the remains of the most important and the largest known monastery south of 
the Himalayas has bee excavated. This 8th century A.D. archaeological find covers 
approximately an area of 27 acres of land. It has been declared as a World Heritage site by 
UNESCO.  
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Personal Information of the Bangladeshi Community in Colorado 
Name: Hasan Ahmad  
Spouse: Rabeya Ahmad  
Wedding Anniversary: June 2 
Kid 1: Ridwan R. Ahmad; June 11, 
1991  
Kid 2: Maimuna S. Ahmad; 
January 16, 1995  
Phone : (303) 772 – 1647 
Hasan.ahmad@planetchat 

Name: Syed Mahfuz Ahmed  
Phone : 970-491-0777 
mahfuz@holly.colostate.edu 
Other Info: Doing BS in Computer 
Science at Colorado State 
University, 
Fort Collins, Co. Major 
concentration, Networking, 
Operating Systems & 
Parallel/Distributed Systems.  

Name: Tauz Ahmed 
Spouse: Sultana Ahmed (Ruma) 
Wedding Anniversary: January 12 
Kid 1: Efoma (9/26/88) 
Kid 2: Labeeb (3/7/2000) 
Kid 3: Tabeena (10/24/2001) 
Phone : 303-750-7018 
tauz3@attbi.com; 
sahmed2000@hotmail.com; 
soha652@hotmail.com 
Other Info: Adamjee Cantonment 
College 

Name: Mohamed Alamgir 
Spouse: Sanjida Alamgir 
Wedding Anniversary: 20 
September 
Kid 1: Ismat Alamgir (25 
December) 
Kid 2:  Shishu Alamgir(28 June) 
Phone : 719-487-7418 
ismat88@cs.com 

Name: M Afsar Ali (April 9) 
Spouse: Meherun Ali (Jan 1) 
Wedding Anniversary: 16 Feb 
1974 
Kid 1: M. Albiruni Ali (Aug 16) 
Kid 2: Sohel Ali (Oct 20) 
Kid 3: M Javed Ali (Nov 4) 
Phone :  303-798-7293 
Other Info: Prembag, Chengutia, 
Jessore 

Name: Ansar Ali 
Spouse: Nasima Ali 
Wedding Anniversary: March 4 
Kid 1: Lavina Nesa Ali (May 4) 
Kid 2: Ishmam Mehedi Ali (Dec 6) 
Phone : 303-716-0544 
lavina272@hotmail.com 
Other Info: Real estate and motel 
owner 

Name: Shahriar Ali 
Spouse:  
Phone : 720-273-0586 
shahriar_ali@hotmail.com 

Name: M. Bashir ALi 
Spouse: Noor Jahan Ali 
Wedding Anniversary:  
Kid 1: Ruma Khatun 
Kid 2: Salma Khatun 
Kid 3: Asma Khatun 
Kid 4: Khadija Khatun 
Phone : 303-799-7592 
Other Info: Prembag, Chengutia, 
Jessore 

Name: Syed Ahsanul Hoque Asif 
Spouse: Irine F. Islam 
Wedding Anniversary: March 22 
Kid 1: Syed M. Ahsan Adit (Dec 
19, 1995) 
Phone : 303-337-7684 
Other Info: love all sorts of sports, 
specially cricket 

Name:    Abul Khayer Chowdhury 
Spouse:  Ferdous Ara Chowdhury 
Wedding Anniversary: 23 June  
Kid 1:  Shayer A. Chowdhury 
Kid 2:  Julia F. Chowdhury 
Phone :  303-346-4867 
sjchowdhury@aol.com 
Other Info: Shayer is 9-1/2 and 
Julia is 5-1/2 yrs old.  Shayer 
attends 4th grade and Julia attends 
Kindergarten at St. Mary's 
Academy.  Shayer and Julia have 
many hobbies but they like violin 
and tennis the most. 

Name: Fahim Hyder (B+) 
Spouse: unmarried 
Phone : 720-962-9290 
Other Info: I am from Kishorganj; 
studied at Dhaka University 

Name: Anwar Hossain (5 January; 
A+) 
Spouse: Rumana Rahman (6 June; 
A+) 
Wedding Anniversary: 15 January 
Kid 1: Afrida Anwar Sara (31 
March) 
Kid 2: Abrar Faiyaz Khan Samin 
(9 August) 
Phone : 303-744-7408 
hmanwar2000@yahoo.com; 
hmanwar@hotmail.com 
Other Info: Love to watch cricket 

Name: Mohommod Hossain 
Spouse:  Mukta Sultana 
Wedding Anniversary:  
Kid 1: Mohommod T. Hossain 
Kid 2: Mahfuza Sultana 
Phone : 

Name: Nannu Howlader 
Spouse: Perveen Howlader (Maya) 
Wedding Anniversary: Nov 05 
Phone : 720-529-0307 
  

Name: Mohammod Irfan 
Spouse: Maksuda Irin Mukul 
Wedding Anniversary: Jan 19 
Kid 1: Tanzilla Purnota (Feb 22, 
1999) 
Phone : 303-765-5431 
mtirfan@yahoo.com 
Other Info: Big fan of Abahani 



Katha     44 

Name: Islam, Saif M. 
Spouse: Khan, Sharmin H. 
Wedding Anniversary: 21st July, 
2000 
Kid: Nott applicable 
Phone : 303-840-1669 
saif_jde@yahoo.com 
Other info: CSU - 1998, NSU - 
1994, Maple Leaf 1992 

Name: Abul Kalam 
Spouse:  Marilyn Rehman 
Wedding Anniversary: 
Kid 1: Daniel Kalam (July 19, 
1993) 
Phone : 303-979-0481 
abul.kalam@ccd.cccoes.edu 
Other Info: Daniel likes drawing; 
Abul is from Patiya, Chittagong 

Name: Farid U. Khan 
Spouse: Mahzabeen M. Khan 
Wedding Anniversary:  1st 
Augusta 
Kid 1: Kashfi Q. Khan 
Kid 2: Omnia N. Khan 
Phone : 720-870-0505 (H)  
720-732-5871 (Cell) 
faridukhan@hotmail.com 
Other Info: Abahani supporter, like 
Tennis, play Guitar 

Name: Nizam Khan 
Spouse: Nusrat Rashhed 
Wedding Anniversary: Feb 12 
Kid 1: Sakif Khan (10) 
Kid 2: Nazif Khan (6) 
Kid 3: coming soon or later 
Phone : 303 786 1830 
khanm@colorado.edu 
Other Info:Chittagong 
Collegiate(1974), Chittagong 
Govt College (1976),  
Chittagong University (1985), 
University of Pennsylvania 
(1993) 

Name:Muhammad Ashif Jahan 
Spouse: Fahmida Jahan 
Wedding Anniversary: Dec 18 
Kid 1: Jawad Jahan (May 2, 1998) 
Kid 2: Zaina Jahan (Oct. 23, 1999) 
Phone :720-283-6492 
ma_jahan@yahoo.com 
 

Name: Mahbub Chowdhury 
Spouse: Shaila Chowdhury 
Wedding Anniversary: Aug 17 
Kid 1: Safwan Chowdhury 
Phone : (303) 574-0590 
 
mahbub_chowdhury@netzero.com 

Name: Haider A. Khan 
Spouse: Izumi Otomo 
Wedding Anniversary: April 21 
Phone : 
hkhan@du.edu 

Name: Md. Sarfaraz Ali Khan 
Spouse: N.A. 
Phone : 303-669-0259 
sarfaraz047@yahoo.com 
 Other Info: I am from 
Dhanmondi, Dhaka. Big fan of 
Mohammedan S.C. Did my 
HSC in Dhaka College and an 
admirer of Rabindranath Tagore 
and Shakespeare. 

Name: M. A. Matin 
Spouse: Mrs. Nasima Matin 
Wedding Anniversary: 
Kid 1: Nafisa Matin 
Kid 2: Nadira Matin 
Kid 3: Samiha Matin 
Kid 4: Mubeen Hamidul Matin 
Phone : 720-748-3160 
mmatin@du.edu 
Other Info: Home Address 1865 S. 
Ulster St., Denver, CO 80231 

Name: Faruk Mansur Mir 
Spouse: Khadiza Faruk 
Wedding Anniversary: October 5 
Kid 1: Mansur Aleem Mir (August 
28) 
Kid 2: Maisha Mir (March 23) 
Phone :  303-873-0425 (H)  
 720-301-4323 (Cell) 
faruk_mir@yahoo.com 
Other Info: 11th Batch MBA 
and active sportsman 

Name: Firoze Shams (Mithu) 
Spouse: Shahina Akter (Riva) 
Wedding Anniversary: 14th 
April (1st Baishakh) 
Kid 1:Cynthia Sroubonti Shams 
(Sroubonti) 
Phone : (303) 487-9488 
firozes@hotmail.com 

Name: Mir Dost Mohammad Khan 
Other Info: 1116 Wabash St, 
Denver Colorado 80220 
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Name: Mohammed Abdul 
Moktader  
Spouse:  Arifa Jahan  
Wedding Anniversary: August 10  
Kid 1:  Arif Moktader  
Kid 2: Raaisa Lami Moktader  
Phone : 303-753-2368 (Res);  303-
624-2985 (bus)  
 mmoktad@qwest.com, 
mithu_m@hotmail.com, 
mithu_m@ju.com  
Other Info:BUET 89 batch 
(graduation).  Former Lecturer at 
BIT Chittagong.  A fan of sports. 

Name:  Kabir Newaz  
Jun/30/1951 (O Negetive) 
Spouse: Jahanara Newaz 
(Bakul)  Jun/30/1962 (O+)  
Wedding Anniversary: Oct 15  
Kid 1: Tanvir Newaz  
07/14/1984  (O+) 
Kid 2:  Takbir Newaz  
03/26/1989  (O+) 
Phone :(303) 280-6080 
knewaz@msn.com 
Other Info: born at Bagerhat, 
(Jahngirnagar University 1970 
1st Batch); Wish I could be a 
father of daughter; 

Name: Mamun Shahrier 
Spouse:Jarin Sultana Shahrier 
Wedding Anniversary: 27 February 
Kid 1:Aniqa Zahin 
Shahrier(Swarna) 
Kid 2:Farhan Wahed Shahrier 
(Showmik) 
Phone :(303) 762 1783 
mshahrier@cs.com 
Other Info:Govt. Laboratory High 
School SSC 1976, Dhaka College 
1978, Dhaka Medical College 
1984. VIRULENTLY ANTI-
PAKISTANI 

Name: AlHelal M. Moshaddeq 
Spouse:  Kazi Mahamoda 
Wedding Anniversary: 01/10/93 
Kid 1: Mohammad Mushfique 
Kid 2: Maliha Zavin 
Phone : 303-369-4383 
alhelal91@msn.com 

Name: Mehedi Sardar 
Spouse: Fowzia Begum 
Wedding Anniversary: 01/12/96 
Phone :(303) 287 - 6989 
mehedi.sardar@mcdata.co 

Name: Azad M. Hossain  
Spouse: Tania Aktar 
Wedding Anniversary: 22nd June 
Kid 1: Tanzim Afsan  
Phone : 303-778-6309 
azad_hossain@yahoo.com  
azadh@engineer.com 

Name: Taufiq Raihan  
Spouse: Shamin. A. Raihan.  
Wedding Anniversary:   
Kid 1: Raja  Wahidur Raihan  
Kid 2: Tasfiq Khan Raihan  
Phone : 720-271-2546  
traihan@hotmail.com  
Other Info: Member Colo Muslim 
Society & Denver Islamic Society  
Active Worker In "Dawwa" To 
Remind Every Muslim Umma 
About The Benefit Of "Kalima" 
La-Ila-Ha-Illal-La Hu-Mhd(Pbuh)-
Ur –Rasulullah 

Name: Monjur Rahim ( July 7th ) 
Spouse:Sabrina Rahim ( RAIN) 
(Jun 26th) 
Wedding Anniversary:Augast 25th 
Kid 1:Ryan Binn Rahim ( Augast 
21st) 
Phone :303-680-2356 
mrahim@qwest.com 
Other Info:X-PAB CADET 4th 
Batch 

Name: Yousuf Khan Russell 
Spouse: Siffat H. Khan (Sara) 
Wedding Anniversary: August 10 
Phone : 303-635-1910 
russ101@hotmail.com; 
siffat_khan@hotmail.com 
Other Info: Adamjee Cantonment 
College 

Name: Taimur Siddik 
Spouse: Not married 
Phone : 720-529-0307 
tsiddik@hotmail.com 
 

  

 
Note 1: We are sorry that we could not collect or get the information from everybody within the short 
timeframe available. We are providing brief information of the rest of the community that is available 
with us below.
Note 2:Both lists are sorted alphabetically with last name. 

Name Telephone Email 
Ahmad , Nur  970-898-7882-W   

Ahmed, Bashiruddin  303-797-7592-H   
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Ahmed, Dabir  303-795-1052-H   

Ahmed, Iqbal  720-873-8801-H monzur01@hotmail.com 

Ahmed, Jamal U  970-493-1357-H jua@fc.hp.com 

Ahmed, Shamsuddin 303-632-6329-H   

Name Telephone Email 
Ahmed, Syed  303-841-9840-H   

Ahmed, Wasi U  720-733-7893-H                
303-334-1338-W 

wasi_ahmed@jdedwards.com 

Akhter, Shuja  303-617-7488-H   

Alam, Mahbub 720-535-1019-H   

Alam, Nayeem  303-439-0461-H nayeem_alam@hotmail.com 

Alam, Nurul  303-699-8498-H                
303-757-9432-W 

Nurul.Alam@dot.state.co.us 

Alam, SM Mahabubul  303-671-6098-H                
303-333-1105-W               
303-246-6008-C 

smalam75@hotmail.com 

Ashraful,  Aman  970-377-3484-H                
970-898-0643-W 

aas@fc.hp.com 

Babu, Shafiul Azam 303-660-0104-H msazam@netzero.net 

Chowdhury, Sham 303-791-9107-H chowdhurys@aol.com 

Chowdhury, Zahid  303-485-0546-H   

Farhana, Mrs. 303-632-0126-H rumaleo@hotmail.com 

Faruque, Golam  303-743-8769-H gfaruqu@hotmail.com 

Hasasn,  Rabiul  303-443-0876-H                
303-571-3361-C 

ra_hasan@yahoo.com 

Hossain,  Mozammel  970-377-3928-H                
970-898-0287-W 

kmh@fc.hp.com 

Hossain, Delwar  970-472-0374-H dhussain@atrixlab.com 

Hossain, Elias  303-365-9733-H   

Hossain, Iftekhar  970-377-1480-H                
970-898-0406-W 

  

Hossain, Mohommad  303-743-8922-H runjumiha@hotmail.com 

Howlader, Abdul Khaleq  303-750-2581-H   

Islam, M. Shariful  303-337-4258-H   

Jahan, Muhammad Asif  720-283-6492-H ma_jahan@yahoo.com 

Jewel, Rafiqul Islam  303-375-9077-H                
303-624-6704-W  

rislam@qwest.com, zjahan@uswest.net 

Karim, Nazmul 970-204-9684-H   

Khan ,  M. Nusrat 303-615-5343-H  

Khan, Rabeya Akhter/A. Shahid  970-224-2175-H   

Khan, Zunaid 303-439-7384-H                
303-427-4340-W 

  

Khandaker, Lutfur Rahman  303-791-6294-H lutfur@juno.com 

Mackey, Shibrin 303-306-1377-H   

Masud, Abdullah   aam1135@netscape.net 
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Maznu, AKM Mazibul Islam  720-857-8284-H maznu2000@aol.com 

Mithu, Mr.   dip_bangla@hotmail.com 

Mohakim/Sabrina 303-695-0372-H   

 
Name 

 
Telephone 

 
Email 

Mohammad, Nur  970-282-9274-W   

Momen,  Ashik  303-635-1361-H                
303-661-6647-W 

MomenA@LOUISVILLE.STORTEK.COM 

Morshed, ASM    asm_m_morshed@hotmail.com 

Mustafiz ,  Imran  303-694-5745-H imran_mustafiz@jdedwards.com 

Naser, Hasan  970-377-1055-H   

Nizamuddind,  Mohammed  303-671-6098-H                
720-339-5904-C 

colin090@hotmail.com 

Nuruzamman, Mohammad  303-776-7867-H zaman85@hotmail.com 

Rafik, Maruf  303-770-7338-H                
303-334-8362-W 

maruf_rafik@yahoo.com 

Rahman,  Mamunur  303-703-8162-H   

Rahman, ATM  Shahnoor  303-337-8191-H shahnoor_r@hotmail.com 

Rahman, Bazlur/Aminur  303-778-9328/106-W   

Razzak, Naim  303-635-2964-H mrazzak@hotmail.com 

Russell, Yousuf Khan 303-635-1910-H khany@us.ibm.com 

Salam, M. A.  303-541-3597-W salamm@baxter.com 

Saleheen,  Serajus  303-774-0638-H saleheen@us.ibm.com 

Samad, Abdus  303-797-7110-H msamad1@aol.com 

Sardar, Mahbub 307-766-4784-H msardar@uwyo.com 

Sharifur/Prince/Masud/Shahid 720-941-2840-H sharif111@hotmail.com  

Sunny, Asad Jamal 719-548-8215-H asad_jamal@yahoo.com 

Swapon, Mohammad Islam  303-361-9570-H   

Uddin, Ashraf  303-920-4055-H Ashraf_uddin@msn.com 

Ula, Sadrul 307-721-3065-H                
307-766-6268-W 

ulas@uwyo.edu 

 
 
 


