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MCOM 4912: Language, Power and Globalization
Spring 2008
Tues. & Thurs. 2-3:50 p.m.
Mass Communications Building, Rm. 119

Instructor: Christof Demont-Heinrich

Office: Mass Communications and Journalism Studies Building, Room 103

Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 12:45 p.m.-1:45 p.m. and by appointment

Office Phone: 303-871-4699

E-mail: cdemonth@du.edu

Class Web Site: We will be using Blackboard

Required Reading Materials: Virtually all of our readings will be on Blackboard under the “Readings” link.  I may provide a few photocopies of readings as well.
I will ask you to purchase one book (


Lost in translation: A life in a new language, by Eva Hoffmann (Penguin Books: 1990). 


The book is available through Amazon.com, Barnes&Noble.com, etc. Hopefully, this powerfully written autobiography  will serve as inspiration for you when you are writing your own entries for your language journal assignment (a more detailed description of this assignment is below). I will ask that you read this book alongside other assigned readings through the first part of the quarter. We will discuss it in detail during the Tuesday, May 6 class! Please make sure to order the book as soon as possible and start reading it as soon as possible as well!
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This seminar encourages you to critically consider the relationship between language and society and the individual. It will do so by focusing on scholarly debates surrounding the (social) nature of language, language and (inter)national and individual identity, language policy, multilingualism and linguistic diversity, language and globalization, language and media and communication technologies, and, finally, the future of the global language landscape. This seminar’s primary aim is a simple, but important one: To inspire you to reflect upon the significance of language to both your own, and others', socio-political identity(ies) and existence(s) in a an ever more complex, and faster-paced global society.

This class is premised on the idea that we learn best when we all learn from each other. You will be asked to actively participate in class discussion every class period. Additionally, you will sometimes be formerly assigned to facilitate class discussion. Basically, the more each of you contributes to class discussion, the more all of us will learn. In order to make it possible for us to pose, consider, and debate informed questions, please be sure to complete all assigned readings before coming to class. Attendance is also very important to an engaging, dialogical learning environment, so please let me know in advance if you are going to miss a class. 


Overview:

· Language Journal/Autobiography





= 10%

· 1 entry per week (collected twice during quarter)

· Facilitate Class Discussion






= 20%


· Each student will guide class discussion twice






· Response Commentaries (6 total)





= 15%

·  Seminar Paper








= 40%
· Bibliography



= 5%
· In-class presentation on your paper
= 10%

· Final draft




= 25%

· Class Participation AND discussion board posts




= 15%



Language Journal/Autobiography (10% of quarter grade)  

This is a rather free-form assignment whose main goal is to give you a chance to write through experiences and observations you have had about language from an autobiographical perspective. The options for entries are nearly limitless. Below are some ideas on what you could write about (there are many more possibilities!):

· a response to a media report on a language topic 
· a recent personal experience you had that made you reflect on language questions 
· a past personal experience you had with language 
· a general argument that you have wanted to make about language, but haven’t had a chance to; this argument may, or may not, have a personal experience element 
Individual language journal entries should be no longer than 500 words (two pages, typed and double spaced). Please type your entries and turn them in in a folder on the due dates listed on the day-by-day schedule. You will turn in your journal once in the middle of the quarter, and again at the end of the quarter. There should be a total of 4 entries the first time you turn your language journal in, and a total of 8 entries (including the first 4 entries), the second time you turn it in.
I would like you translate 2 of your 8 entries – 1 entry by the middle of the quarter, and an additional 1 by the end of the quarter -- into another language of your choice. In addition, you are required to write short entry underneath the first translated entry (due by the middle of the quarter), in which you reflect upon how difficult an exercise you found the translation to be, how long it took you, how you did it, how confident you feel about your translation, and, finally, what, if anything, this translation exercise illustrated to you about the potential effect of the rise of a single language (English) as a global (academic) language on both mother-tongue and non-mother-tongue speakers of this language. 

Facilitate Class Discussion (twice) (20% of quarter grade)
You will be asked to guide class discussion twice during the quarter. A sign-up sheet for leading class discussion will be circulated on the first day of class. Guiding discussion entails the following: 

1. Posting to the “Lead Class Discussion Forum” on Blackboard a statement of discussion topics, arguments and/or questions for the rest of the class to consider as we prepare for the class

2. Posting a short summary of the readings assigned for your particular class by the deadline listed in the day-by-day schedule;

3. Reading classmates’ short replies to your questions in the Blackboard “Lead Class Discussion” forum before class 

4. Taking the lead role during class discussion 

You should assume that the rest of the class has read the assigned articles and concentrate on analyzing and responding to the readings as well as to your classmates’ responses to the readings rather than on summarizing the articles.
Response Commentaries (6 total) (15% of quarter grade)  

You will be required to write 6 short commentaries. Your commentaries should explore one idea (but possibly more) that you found interesting, thought-provoking, and/or troubling with respect to a set of assigned readings.  You may choose to respond to ideas advanced by one or all of the authors you have been assigned to read. If you disagree with an author’s methods or conclusions, then explain why and give an alternative argument that explains your position. Be as thorough, specific and precise as possible.

The class will be divided into 2 groups – Group A and Group B. The grouping you choose will determine the classes for which you will write your commentaries. Please consult the course day-by-day outline to determine for which class you will need to write a commentary. Your commentaries should not be more than two pages doubled spaced! 
Please post your response commentary to the Blackboard “Digital Dropbox” no later than 9 a.m. on the date on which they are due! (This will allow me to briefly read your commentaries before class)
Seminar Paper (3 parts = total of 40% of quarter grade)
You will be asked to produce a seminar paper by the end of the quarter in which you investigate and reflect upon an issue, question, or set of related questions having to do with some aspect of the relationship between language and society you find thought-provoking and worthy of in-depth investigation and research. The final aim of this paper will potentially be four-fold: 
1. for you to become a comparative expert on a language and society question/issue that is of social importance and of great interest to you; 
2. for you to draw and build upon some of the theory, analysis, and empirical engagement represented by in-class readings (in other words, your paper must reference some of the in-class readings from the quarter);

3. for you to share your newfound knowledge and excitement about your topic with the instructor and with your fellow students (by way of an in-class presentation); 
4. for those of you interested in pursuing a career in academia and/or furthering your graduate studies, to produce a manuscript which could be submitted to a scholarly journal for consideration for publication. 
To help facilitate the above goals, the assignment will be divided into three parts. Collectively, these will account for 40% of your quarter grade. These three parts, along with the respective deadlines, and the percentage of your total quarter grade each is worth, are listed below: 
- Bibliography = 5% (due Thurs., May 1)
- In-class presentation (25 to 30 minutes) = 10% (on Thurs., May 29 & Tues., June 3)
- Final draft = 25% (due Tues., June 3)
I am happy to read a first draft of your seminar paper and meet with you to discuss ways to improve your paper. If you wish to do this, please get me a first draft no later than Thurs., May 15.
The final draft should be between 20 to 25 pages, typed and double spaced using a normal font. I ask that you absolutely not exceed 30 pages, including your references pages. You may use MLA, APA or another citation style. Please consistently use the same citation style throughout your final paper. 
I will ask each of you to conference with me to discuss a topic sometime during the fourth or fifth week of the quarter.

The list of potential topics is large. That said, you will be strongly encouraged to pick as specific a topic, and establish as narrow a research question as possible, as this will result in a better final paper. Below is a very short list of possible topics/questions, just to give you an idea of what is possible:

· the state and future of German (or French, or Swedish, or pick your language) language teaching in the U.S. (or in Russia, or in France, etc.)
· heritage language learning programs in the United States
· why did Colorado vote against outlawing bilingual ed. in 2002 (and Massachusetts in the same year voted to outlaw bilingual ed/)?

· the state and future of dual-immersion programs in the U.S. (or more specifically, in Colorado, or in California, etc.)

· the growth in Spanish language media in the U.S.

· dying Native American languages in the U.S. (or dying languages in Brazil, etc.)
· the political economy of foreign language films in the U.S.

· using the Internet to learn foreign languages/bolster FL learning
· domain colonization by English in Sweden, or Denmark, or India, etc. 

· how will rise of English-language education outside of the U.S. impact on flow of foreign students to American universities?

· is Mandarin really a challenger to English in Asia?

· online translators (google, etc.) – how effective are they? how do they work? what languages do they translate from/into and why these (and not others)?

· graphic user interfaces for and their impact on linguistic diversity

· what can be done to slow the tide of language death?
· Esperanto, or another language, as an alternative to English

· early childhood language acquisition – is it superior to learning a language later in life?
· is there thought outside of language?
Class Participation & Discussion Board Posts (15% quarter grade)
Active, engaged, informed participation is essential in a graduate seminar, so please come to class prepared to participate throughout the class period! 

Also, please read the questions posted to the Lead Group Discussion forum by your classmates. Once per week, you will be required to respond, online, to one question within one thread created by a fellow classmate who is scheduled to lead discussion (normally, there will be two threads per week). Please post your response to a question posed by a discussion leader no later than 10 a.m. on the day of the class for which the discussion leader is scheduled to lead discussion. (You are welcome to post more than one response per week if you wish! You are also encouraged to reply to one another’s responses, although this is not required). 


1. Deadlines: You will be expected to complete all of your assignments on time. In extreme circumstances, late assignments might be accepted, but they will be dropped at least a full letter grade for being late.

2. Please turn off all cell phones/pagers, etc. before coming to class. 
3. Plagiarizing the work of another will result in an automatic "F" for that assignment. Additionally, university policy permits harsher actions. If you have any questions about what constitutes (or does not constitute) plagiarism, please feel free to ask me.
4. If you qualify for accommodations because of a disability, please let me know as soon as possible.
5. If you have any questions or concerns during the course of the quarter about anything, please feel free to contact me. E-mail (cdemonth@du.edu) is far and away the best way to reach me!
6. Finally, please feel free to come and talk to me about ideas you have for your papers, responses to readings, for feedback on your writing, ideas about your general research ideas, etc.!
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